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Prefatory. 


RECORDS  OF  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  RUTLAND  TOWNSHIP. 

The  Proprietors  of  this  township,  numbering  thirty-two  persons 
representing  thirty- three  shares,  held  their  first  meeting  in  Boston, 
April  14,  1 7 14.  Subsequent  meetings  were  held  at  very  irregular 
intervals  until  1770,  two  or  three  years  sometimes  passing  by,  and 
at  one  period  thirteen  years,  without  a  meeting,  the  necessity  for 
more  frequent  gatherings  being  obviated  by  placing  the  general 
management  of  the  business  in  the  hands  of  a  standing  committee. 
.  Among  the  places  mentioned  in  the  records  where  the  Proprie- 
tors held  their  meetings  in  Boston,  were  the  Star,  King's  Head, 
Green  Dragon,  Exchange  or  Royal  Exchayige,  Light  House,  and 
British  Coffee  House  taverns  ;  and  the  private  houses  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Prince,  T.  Allen,  Jonas  Clarke,  Thos.  Hubbard,  John 
Jeffries,  Thos.  Fairweather,  Faith  Waldo,  and  Moses  Gill. 

The  records  of  these  Proprietors'  meetings  have,  fortunately, 
been  preserved.  The  writer  of  this  article  learning  that  such 
records  were  in  existence  fifty  years  ago,  made  a  diligent  and 
prolonged  search  for  them  which  resulted  in  finding  two  volumes 
covering  the  period  from  17 14  to  1770.  One  of  these  was  in  the 
possession  of  Hon.  Charles  T.  Russell,  of  Cambridge,  the  historian 
of  Princeton  ;  the  other  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Edwin  Woods,  of 
Barre. 


These  books  were  never  the  property  of  the  Town  of  Rutland, 
nor  of  any  other  town,  but  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Township,  by 
whom  they,  with  all  their  plans  of  land,  were  committed  to  the 
custody  of  their  clerk,  until  1767,  when  Hon.  Moses  Gill  was 
authorized  to  hold  all  the  papers  and  books  for  safe  keeping. 
Although  the  volumes  contain  some  items  of  general  interest,  yet 
they  are  of  special  worth  to  the  towns  originally  forming  a  part  of 
the  township.  They  show  the  distribution  or  allotment  of  land  in 
the  several  divisions,  the  grants  for  mills,  taverns  and  ministers, 
the  methods  adopted  to  raise  funds  to  meet  expenses  of  surveys, 
repairs  of  roads,  building  of  bridges,  etc.  They  also  contain  the 
plans  of  the  lots  in  the  Northwest  Quarter  (Barre),  and  Northeast 
Quarter  (Hubbardston).  Unfortunately  the  plans  of  the  East 
Wing  (Princeton)  and  West  Wing  (Oakham)  were  not  recorded, 
although  the  clerk  was  directed  so  to  do. 

The  plans  of  the  "Settlers  Part"  are  with  the  town  records  of 
Rutland,  and  copies  of  the  divisions  of  lands  in  Barre  and  Hub- 
bardston are  in  these  respective  towns.  The  original 'plan  of  Barre, 
however,  showing  the  various  lots,  the  streams  and  "paths"  is  in 
possession  of  the  writer.  It  was  drawn  in  1739  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Prince,  and  bears  the  endorsement  of  Adam  Winthrop  for  the 
Proprietors,  and  of  Abner  Lee,  the  surveyor.  Mr.  Prince  became 
one  of  the  Proprietors  in  1723,  and  until  his  death  was  one  of  the 
most  efficient  among  their  number.  To  him  was  committed  the 
drawing  of  many  of  their  plans,  and  the  few  that  have  escaped 
destruction  indicate  excellent  workmanship. 

The  two  volumes  of  records,  so  long  separated,  have,  by  the 
cheerful  cooperation  of  Mr.  Russell  and  Mrs.  Woods,  been  brought 
together,  and  by  them  presented  to  the  Town  of  Princeton,  to  be 
placed  in  the  fire-proof  safe  in  the  Goodnow  Memorial  Building. 
An  index  has  been  prepared  to  facilitate  examination  of  the  records. 


PLAN  OF  RUTLAND,  MASS. 

I  Meeting  House.  2  Cemetery.  3  Rev.  Joseph  Willard's  house,  1724; 
Muschopauge  Hotel,  1S85.  4  Capt.  Sam'l  Wright's  house,  1724.  5  Lt.  Simun 
Davis's  hou>e,  1724.  6  Dea.  Joseph  Stevens's  House,  1724.  7  Where  the 
Stevens  boys  were  killed,  1723.  S  -  9  Both  these  spots  are  indicated  on  a 
plan  by  Dea.  Reed  as  the  place  where  Rev.  Mr.  Willard  was  killed,  9  being 
t>n  the  border  of  the  ministry  meadow. 


RUTLAND 


AND   THE 


Indian  Troubles  of  1723-30. 


In  1686  certain  Indians  conveyed  by  deed  to  Henry  Willard 
and  others,  a  tract  of  land  twelve  miles  square,  which  purchase 
was  confirmed  by  the  General  Court,  February  23,  1 713/14,  to  ihe 
heirs  of  Simon  Willard.  This  tract,  embracing  the  present  towns 
of  Rutland,  Barre,  Hubbardston  and  Oakham,  and  a  large  portion 
of  Princeton  and  Paxton,  was  called  Rutland.* 

December  14,  1715,  the  Proprietors  set  off  an  area  of  six  miles 
square,  which  was  known  as  "the  Settlers  Part,"  and  was  incor- 
porated as  the  Town  of  Rutland  in  1722.  The  progress  of  this 
settlement  had  been  comparatively  rapid,  some  forty  or  fifty  families 

•Concerning  the  naming  of  this  town  Judge  Sevvall  records: 
"This  Court  a  large  Township,  of  12  miles  square,  is  granted  near  Wadchu- 
set,  out  of  which  my  1000.  Acres  are  excepted.  I  was  surpris'd,  not  having 
seen  it,  till  twas  pass'd  by  the  Deputies.  Govr  is  uneasy  till  the  Word  Asso- 
ciats  be  inserted.  Will  have  it  call'd  Rutland:  I  objected  because  that  was 
the  name  of  a  shire.  The  Chief  Justice  said  twas  not  convenient  except  the 
Land  was  Red.  Hut  the  Govr  would  not  be  diverted.  I  supose  the  Quan- 
tity might  be  one  thing  inclin'd  his  Excellency  to  this  Name." — SewalPs 
Diary,   Vol.  //.,  pagt  425.     [17 13- 1 4,  Feb.  23-24.] 
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at  that  date  having  made  their  homes  there.  With  lands  unbroken, 
roads  poor  and  few  in  number,  the  settlers  found  enough  to  occupy 
their  time  in  erecting  houses  for  their  families,  providing  shelter 
for  their  cattle,  and  clearing  the  lands  and  bringing  them  under 
cultivation.  These  hardships,  incident  to  all  new  settlements,  were 
increased  by  the  fear  of  the  Indian  foe,  from  whose  depredations 
many  a  New  England  town  had  suffered,  and  the  mere  suspicion 
of  whose  presence  spread  anxiety  in  the  homes  of  the  people. 

The  inhabitants  took  such  precautions  as  their  slender  means 
permitted,  and  provided  garrisons  to  which  their  families  could 
resort  in  the  hour  of  danger ;  and  in  1722  a  fort  was  ordered  to 
be  built  about  the  house  of  the  minister,  which  was  located  upon 
the  hill  on  what  is  now  the  main  street  of  the  town.  A  portion  of 
this  house  was  lately  standing  on  or  near  the  the  same  spot,  form- 
ing a  part  of  the  hotel.  There  must  have  been  quite  a  number  of 
these  garrisons  in  different  parts  of  the  settlement,  but  I  have  been 
unable  to  determine  their  location  ;  and  it  is  surprising  that  the 
order  for  building  the  fort  is  the  only  reference  upon  the  books  of 
the  Town  or  the  records  of  the  Proprietors,  to  any  precautions 
taken  by  the  inhabitants  to  avert  danger,  and  neither  of  the  words 
Indian  or  enemy  once  appears  there. 

Although  the  protection  afforded  by  these  garrisons  was  imper- 
fect, yet  it  was  all  that  in  the  circumstances  could  be  provided, 
and  at  least,  the  people  felt  a  degree  of  security  from  this  con- 
centration of  men  and  arms. 

With  the  year  1722  came  rumors  of  discontent  among  the 
Abenakis  or  Eastern  Indians,  occasioned  by  real  or  fancied  wrongs 
in  the  taking  of  their  lands,  and  this  was  fomented  and  increased 
by  the  machinations  of  the  French  officials  in  Canada.  The  note  of 
alarm  was  sounded  throughout  the  settlements  of  the  Province, 
and  a  large  proportion — perhaps  two-thirds — of  the  families  in 
Rutland  left  the  town  ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  succeeding  year, 
1723,  in  the  early  summer,  that  the  Indians  commenced  their  bitter 
work,  carrying  confusion  and  distress  to  every  frontier  town. 
Rumors  became  realities,  and  the  stories  of  the  past,  when  the  cry 
of  the  savage  made  pale  the  faces  of  women  and  children  clinging 


for  protection  to  husbands,  fathers  and  brothers,  whose  own 
stout  hearts  almost  quailed  before  the  dreaded  foe,  were  again  to 
be  repeated. 

On  the  13th  of  August,  1723,  Gray  Lock,  an  old  chief  of  the 
Waranokes,  whose  hiding-place  during  the  early  summer  had  been 
unknown,  with  four  other  Indians,  approached  the  town  of  North- 
field,  and  there,  waylaying  two  of  its  prominent  men,  killed  them 
on  the  spot ;  and  long  before  the  inhabitants  could  organize  a  force 
for  pursuit,  they  were  far  beyond  reach  on  the  way  to  the  exposed 
settlement  of  Rutland.  Hovering  about  the  town,  easily  concealed 
by  the  woods,  with  which  they  were  doubtless  familiar,  they  awaited 
an  opportunity  to  wreak  their  vengeance  upon  some  of  the  innocent 
people  there.  The  succeeding  day,  Wednesday,  the  14th  of 
August,  Deacon  Joseph  Stevens  was  at  work  alone  in  a  meadow 
(probably  the  ministry  meadow)  a  half  mile  northeast  of  the  meet- 
ing house.  Four  of  his  sons,  leaving  their  home  upon  the  hill, 
went  down  into  the  meadow  to  join  their  father,  when  they  were 
suddenly  surrounded  by  the  five  Indians,  who  quickly  with  their 
blows  killing  two,  Samuel  and  Joseph,  seized  the  others,  Phinehas 
and  Isaac,  and  held  them  captives.  The  father  heard  the  cries 
and  saw  the  fearful  deed,  but  knowing  that  he  was  utterly  power- 
less to  cope  with  the  savages,  escaped  into  the  neighboring  bushes, 
and  from  thence  subsequently  to  his  home. 

Three  of  the  Indians  guarded  the  two  boys,  while  two  passing 
on,  laid  in  wait  for  Simon  Davis  and  his  son  Simon,  who  were  at 
work  in  a  meadow  near  by,  unconscious  of  the  impending  danger. 
Mr.  Davis,  however,  prevented  the  accomplishment  of  the  plan  by 
fortunately  returning  home  by  another  path,  and  the  Indians, 
thwarted  in  their  designs,  moved  onward  to  join  their  companions, 
and  while  in  sight  of  them,  near  the  southeasterly  corner  of  Cheney 
hill,  came  upon  the  Rev.  Mr.  W'illard,  the  minister  of  the  town, 
who  with  his  gun  had  been  hunting  game.  Both  of  the  Indians 
fired  upon  him,  but  did  him  no  harm,  while  he  returned  the  fire, 
severely  wounding  one  of  them.  The  other  sprang  upon  him  and 
the  two  closed  together,  fought  for  the  mastery,  and  when  the 
valor  and  strength  of  the  minister  seemed  about  to  overcome  the 
savage,  the  three  other  Indians  running  to  the  spot,  quickly  over- 
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powered  him  and  took  his  life.  The  only  witness  to  tell  of  this 
deed  in  after  years,  Phinehas  Stevens,  testified  to  the  brave  resist- 
ance and  the  manliness  of  Mr.  Willard  in  this  struggle  for  his  life. 

With  the  two  captive  boys,  a  portion  of  the  clothing  and  the 
scalp  of  the  murdered  man,  and  their  own  wounded  companion, 
the  Indians  hastened  away  to  the  north  without  stopping  on  their 
march  to  molest  others,  retreating  to  a  fort  erected  on  the  shore 
of  Missisquoi  Bay,  at  the  northerly  end  of  Lake  Champlain. 

The  long  dreaded  hour  had  come  to  the  town,  and  as  the  fami- 
lies gathered  about  their  homes  or  in  the  garrisons,  naturally 
clinging  together  for  better  security,  the  little  that  was  known  of 
the  sorrowful  events  of  the  day  was  rehearsed  in  every  detail  again 
and  again.  Two  houses  were  desolate  ;  in  one,  a  widow  with  her 
only  child  mourned  the  loss  of  her  brave  husband,  and  in  the 
other,  loving  parents  grieved  for  two  dead  and  two  captive  boys.* 

The  news  of  the  massacres  at  Northfield  and  Rutland  was  speedily 
sent  by  messenger  to  Boston,  and  on  the  16th  of  August  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor issued  orders  for  the  impressment  of  men  to  be 
assigned  to  duty  on  the  northern  and  western  frontiers  to  scout 
and  range  the  woods  with  increased  vigilance. 

The  following  account  of  the  tragedy  was  published  in  Boston  :f 

"At  Rutland  on  the  14th,  a  Scout  of  10  or  14  Indians  came  suddenly  upon 
Joseph  Stevens  and  four  of  his  sons  (as  they  were  making  Hay  in  a  Meadow,) 
the  Father  hid  in  the  Bushes  and  got  safe  home,  but  his  Sons  fell  a  Prey  to 
the  Enemy,  two  whereof  were  found  Murder' 'd,  but  they  hear  nothing  of  the 
other  two.  Mr.  Joseph  Willard  the  Minister  went  out  with  his  Gun  a  little 
before  the  Children  were  taken,  his  Body  was  afterwards  found  Barbarously 
Murder'd  by  those  Blood  thirsty  Heathen  :  it  was  Decently  Interr'd  on  Friday 
the  1 6th." 

It  is  doubtless  true  that  the  murder  of  Mr.  Willard,  from  his 
position  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  as  one  has  remarked,  "sent  a 
thrill  of  horror  through  the  country,"  while  the  loss  sustained  by 
Deacon  Stevens  appealed  strongly  to  the  sympathy  of  all. 

*  Tradition  relates  that  amid  the  sadness  and  excitement  of  the  week  that 
followed,  one  little  fellow  first  opened  his  eves  upon  the  world  in  one  of  the 
garrisons,  where  the  mother  had  sought  protection. 

t  Boston  News  Letter,  No.  1021,  Aug.  1723. 
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In  a  letter  written  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Dummer  to  Mons. 
Vaudreuil,  the  Governor  of  Canada,  January  19,  1724  (referring 
to  the  alleged  massacre  of  Father  Ralle,  a  Jesuit  teacher),  he  says  : 
"And  I  think  I  have  much  greater  cause  to  complain  that  Mr. 
Willard,  the  Minister  of  Rutland  (who  never  had  been  guilty  of 
the  Facts  chargeable  upon  Mr.  Ralle),  was  by  the  Indians  you 
sent  to  attack  that  Town,  assaulted,  Slain  &  Scalped  &  his  Scalp 
carried  in  triumph  to  Quebec."* 

The  military  forces  in  the  service  of  the  Province  were  small  in 
number,  the  equipment  very  deficient,  and  but  few  men  could  be 
assigned  to  each  town  for  its  defence.  In  October  following  the 
raid  on  Rutland  there  was  a  scout  in  that  town  under  command 
of  Capt.  Wrightf  consisting  of  only  seven  men,  and  loud  calls  for 
help  were  sent  to  the  authorities.  One  letter  of  Capt.  Wright  J 
shows  the  condition  of  affairs  at  that  time,  and  the  anxiety  of  the 
people.  In  November  the  force  was  increased  to  thirty-five  men, 
to  cover  the  country  from  Brookfield  to  Worcester,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor writes  the  Captain  :  "I  doubt  not  but  you  will  be  very  vigil- 
ant in  yr  Command  &  if  possible  Shew  us  the  Scalp  of  an  Enemy," 
something  we  fear  Capt.  Wright  never  had  the  pleasure  of  doing. § 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  who  had,  up  to  this  time, 
faced  the  dangers,  feared  longer  to  remain,  and  left  the  place  seek- 
ing homes  in  less  exposed  settlements.  In  October  another  de- 
scent was  made  upon  Northfield  by  the  enemy,  who  again  returned 
to  their  hiding  places  ;  and  no  further  trouble  was  experienced  in 
Rutland  in  the  year  1723.  The  Indians  appear  to  have  desisted 
from  their  warfare  during  the  winter  months,  and  the  people  had 
a  little  respite  from  their  trials. 

.As  the  spring  of  1724  opened  the  Indians  were  on  the  alert. 
They  required  no  expensive  outfit,  and  from  their  familiarity  with 
the  paths  through  the  woods,  and  the  many  places  of  safe  retreat, 

*  For  interesting  facts  regarding  Mr.  Willard  see  Appendix  H.  The  story 
of  Mr.  Stevens's  trials  and  attempts  to  regain  his  captive  boys  is  given  in  full 
in  Appendix  I. 

t  For  facts  regarding  Capt.  Wright  see  Appendix  K. 

I  Appendix  A.  §  Appendix  B. 
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their  work  could  be  done  speedily  and  effectively.  They  learned 
to  study  the  habits  of  the  settlers,  and  would  lay  in  wait  to  pounce 
upon  them  unawares,  and  retreat  unmolested.  Capt.  Wright  re- 
ceived a  few  additional  soldiers,  but  complained  of  the  inefficiency 
of  some  who  knew  nothing  of  the  use  of  guns.* 

By  June,  Old  Gray  Lock  with  his  own  men,  some  Abenakis  and 
others  who  had  joined  him,  were  on  the  move,  watching  their  op- 
portunity to  fall  again  upon  the  town  of  Northfield.  All  through  the 
summer  the  dwellers  of  Groton,  Dunstable,  Lancaster,  Rutland, 
and  other  exposed  towns,  were  calling  for  soldiers  to  protect  their 
homes,  and  to  guard  the  men  in  the  fields  making  their  hay  and 
gathering  their  crops.  In  Rutland  a  few  of  the  inhabitants  were 
enlisted  as  soldiers,  and  by  July  there  were,  in  all,  thirty-eight  men 
posted  in  and  about  the  town. 

The  letters  of  Capt.  Wright  give  a  good  idea  of  the  condition 
of  affairs  at  this  time,  when  the  Indians  were  ''keeping  them  in  a 
continual  hubbub. "f  The  help  which  Capt.  Wright  had  hoped  for 
was  not  supplied,  and  on  Monday,  the  3d  of  August,  1724,  his 
fears  were  realized  in  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  and  Rutland 
once  more  became  the  scene  of  disaster  and  death.  A  letter 
written  by  the  Captain  on  the  afternoon  or  evening  of  that  day, 
only  a  few  hours  after  the  event,  tells  the  story  ;  and  we  can 
imagine  with  what  haste  a  messenger  was  sent  to  Boston  to  convey 
the  news. 

May  it  please  your  Honor 

these  are  to  Informe  your  Honor  That 
what  I  feared  is  Come  upon  us  for  want  [of  men]  to  guard  us  at  our  work; 
this  day  about  12  a'clock  five  men  &  a  boy,  being  in  a  meadow  (in  the  middle 
of  the  Town)  making  hay;  a  number  of  Indians  Surrounded  them  and  shot 
first  at  the  boy,  which  allarmd  the  men — they  Ran  to  their  guns,  but  the  In- 
dians shot  down  three  of  the  men  and  Scalp'd  them  wounded  another  in 
the  arm  a  flesh  wound  who  gat  home  the  tift  gat  home  without  any  danger, 
the  boy  is  not  yet  found,  the  action  was  hardly  ouer  before  Coll  Tyng  Came 
into  Town  with  30  men  but  was  a  Little  too  Late  but  we  Joyned  him  and 
Divided  our  men  one  partty  with  the  Coll  to  follow  the  other  with  me  to  head 
them  but  they  gat  away  another  way  than  which  we  thought  and  were  before 
us  the  Coll  sent  back  for  provisions  and  is  now  in  quest  of  them,  our  men 

•Appendix  C.         f  Appendix  D. 
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what  we  could  Make  Joyned  him.  not  more  being  in  hast  but  begg  your 
Honor  would  have  pitty  upon  us  and  not  Let  us  be  kept  here  without  Cover- 
ing which  we  had  had  seasonably  we  might  have  made  our  party  good  with 
them;  I  am  yor 

Hono"  most  humble  servt 
Rutland  aug1  3d  1724  Sam11  Wright 

thee  men  that  are  killed  are  James  Clark  Joseph   Wood  &  Uriah  Ward 

(the  boy  missing  is James  Clark  abousd  the  men  that  escaped  are 

Daniel  B[owker?]  and  Eleazer  Ball  who  is  wounded. 

Superscribed  : 

On  his  Maj""  Service 

His  Honor  William  Dumraer 
Liev'  Gouenour  &c 

at  Boston * 

A  brief  account  of  this  affair  was  published  in  Boston  papers. 

Letters  from  Capt.  Wright  of  the  5th  and  7th  of  August  show 
the  attempts  made  to  pursue  the  Indians  ;  and  Col.  Tyng,  who 
reached  the  town  "a  little  too  late"  for  effective  service,  gives  an 
account  of  himself  and  replies  to  criticisms  upon  his  movements.! 

The  more  we  read  the  reports  made  by  the  officers  during  this 
war,  the  more  clearly  do  we  see  that  the  soldiers  were  always  a 
little  behind  the  enemy,  reaching  their  camping  places  just  too  late 
for  capture,  and  discovering  their  tracks  only  to  find  the  savages 
vanished.  This  was  due  in  a  measure  to  the  inefficient  equipment 
and  discipline  of  the  troops,  but  in  a  greater  degree  to  the  better 
knowledge  of  the  country  possessed  by  the  Indians,  and  their 
ability  to  hide  in,  and  range  through  the  woods  and  over  the 
.  mountains. 

Of  the  five  men  who  exposed  themselves,  as  Capt.  Wright  says, 
"so  rashly"  on  the  3d  of  August,  four  at  least  were  in  the  service 
as  soldiers,  and  probably  the  fifth  also.  Nothing  is  known  regard- 
ing the  fate  of  the  boy  reported  as  missing.^ 

This  second  attack  upon  Rutland  greatly  aroused  the  fears  of 
the  people  there,  and  quickened  the  vigilance  of  the  soldiers. 
The  Governor  saw  the  necessity  of  larger  detachments  of  men  and 

♦Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  183.  fSee  Appendix  E. 
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continual  activity,  and  through  the  succeeding  fall  and  winter  a 
strong  military  guard  was  on  duty  at  Rutland.  Several  times  the 
Indians  were  discovered  lurking  about  the  town,  but  they  accom- 
plished nothing,  neither  did  the  scouts  manage  to  accomplish 
the  capture  of  even  one  Indian.  The  condition  of  the  inhabitants 
in  the  early  winter  of  1725  is  described  in  the  following  memorials 
to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Council  : 

Province  of  the  Mass  Bay 

To  the  Honble  William  Dummer  Esqr 
Lt  Governour  and  Commander  in  Cheif  &c 
the  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Rutland  hereto  Subscribers, 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  Whereas  yr  pet"  ye  last  Sumer 
laboured  under  Great  Difficulty's  and  hardships  by  reason  of  the  warr  with 
the  Indian  Enemy;  not  being  able  to  raise  the  Corn  &  other  provisions,  so 
that  they  were  obliged  to  travell  near  twenty  miles  for  ye  same  &  purchase  it 
at  a  very  dear  rate,  which  renders  it  very  difficult  to  Subsist  them  selves  & 
their  ffamilys  more  Especially  ye  Soldiers  posted  there,  the  allowance  made 
for  them  by  the  Province  being  so  small  that  the  pet™  find  by  Experience 
they  cannot  afford  to  billet  them  at  that  rate.  And  ye  said  Inhabitants  being 
but  few  in  number  could  they  have  the  benefit  of  being  Soldiers  there,  they 
would  be  the  better  able  to  go  thro  their  sd  difficulty,  &  hardships. 

Wherefore  ye  pet™  humbly  pray  that  Four  of  their  number  may  be  added 
to  the  Five  Soldiers  already  allowed  of  ye  Inhabitants,  and  put  under  ye  Care 
of  some  proper  officer  to  be  appointed  in  ye  Town,  as  a  Town  Scout,  wch 
would  be  much  For  ye  benefit  &  advantage  of  ye  Town  in  General,  what 
they  desire  or  otherwise  y*  Four  of  ye  Soldiers  there  that  are  not  Inhabitants 
may  be  released  &  Four  others  belonging  to  the  Town  put  in  their  room,  to 
be  added  to  ye  Five  aforementd.  as  a  Town  scout  under  a  proper  officer. 
And  this  yr  pet™  conceive  to  be  very  reasonable  for  there  are  divers  soldiers 
"there  now  allowed  of,  who  only  removed  off  their  ffamileys  &  in  a  week  or 
some  Short  time  returned  again  as  Soldiers  under  pay,  by  means  whereof  they 
have  a  Great  advantage  beyond  yr  pet™  For  that  they  can  now  as  well  take 
care  of  their  Estates  as  when  their  Familys  were  there ;  and  unless  the  pet™  can 
be  releived  in  the  premises  they  must  necessarily  leave  their  Settlements  in 
ye  Spring  &  the  Town  will  be  intirely  broke  up.  and  as  in  duty  bound  they 
shall  ever  pray  &c 

.  ,      hisr  „  Dunkin  M  farland  John  laccoar  [uner 

J        ™  l'aCC°ar  William  ffenten  Robard  Maktam* 

mark 

Malkem  hendery  Elexander     x    Bothall 

Moses  How  mark 

•Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  219.      Probable  date,  Feb.,  1725. 
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To  Lt  Gov.  Dummer  &  Council,  Memorial  of  Thos  Smith. 

The  presing  requests  and  desires  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  Rutland,  that  I  would  represent  to  yor  Honours,  their  Difficult  Circum- 
stances, in  their  behalf's  to  Petition  for  further  regards  and  Protection  is  the 
occation  of  my  troubling  yr  Hon"  with  this  Memorial  wherein  I  take  Leave 
to  Say,  that  through  the  Difficulties,  dangers,  the  said  Inhabitants  Laboured 
under,  the  year  past,  by  reason  of  the  present  warr;  they  were  Disabled  and 
prevented,  the  providing  of  food  Sufficient  for  themselves  and  &  familyes,  & 
now  are  obliged  to  goe  Tenn,  and  Sometimes  fifteen  miles  or  more,  to  pur- 
chase provisions  that  its  computed  (at  the  Least)  their  provision  costs  them 
Seven  shillings  for  Each  person  pr  week,  whilst  they  are  allowed  but  five 
Shillings  for  billitting  their  Soldiers  &c;  The  present  apprehensions  they  now 
■  are  in,  of  the  Indian  Enemy  being  Lurking  about  their  garrisons  (as  they 
have  reason  to  believe)  and  their  fears  (if  the  warr  continves)  that  they  shall 
be  again  Disabled  or  prevented,  the  providing  food  for  themselves  &  Creatures, 
the  Ensueing. Summer;  the  number  of  their  Inhabitants  being  reduced  to  a 
very  few  &c  as  also  the  Soldiers  which  Last  Year  were  thirty  live,  Eleven  of 
which  were  since  ordered  to  brookfield  and  they  being  a  barrier  to  foure  or 
five  other  Towns  &c.  under  all  which  Circumstances,  they  are  quite  Discour- 
aged to  Stand  it  out  any  Longer;  and  not  being  able  so  to  Continve  Seame 
resolved  to  Draw  off  some  of  them  forthwith,  and  the  rest  in  about  a  month, 
that  this  Town  will  become  Destitute  of  Inhabitants  unless  by  yor  Hono™ 
power  it  be  timely  prevented,  by  putting  a  number  of  the  present  Inhabitants 
into  the  service  of  the  Province  that  thereby  they  may  be  Enabled  to  Subsist 
there,  also  when  yr  Honor  think  propper  by  adding  to  the  number  of  their 
Soldiers;  or  Such  other  Methods  be  taken  as  in  yor  Honours  Great  Wisdom 
you  may  think  best. 

Feb.  12  1724(15] 

Endorsed  ; 

"Capt.  Sam1  Wright's  Memorial"* 

The  Council  promptly  considered  the  petitions  and  advised  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  to  "put  four  of  the  Memorialists  into  the 
service  &  pay  of  the  Govt." 

The  Journals  of  Capt.  Wright  covering  a  period  of  nearly  a  year 
from  Nov.  27,  1724,  have  been  preserved,  and  are  very  interest- 
ing. From  their  perusal  the  reader  can  gain  some  idea  of  the 
difficulties  surrounding  the  settlers  in  their  daily  avocations,  and 
also  of  the  duties  the  military  were  called  upon  to  perform.! 

•Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  113,  page  672. 
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A  letter  of  Capt.  Wright  written  in  May,  1725,  sent  "by  Moses 
Rice  from  Worcester,"  is  worth  the  reading. 

May  it  please  your  honor : 

I  give  your  honor  thanks  for  care  of  us  in  sending 
a  new  recruit  of  12  men.  Your  honor's  directions  were,  to  scout,  but  at 
present  we  have  business.  The  Indians  are  among  us,  and  have  discovered 
themselves  several  times,  and  we  have  had  several  pursuits  after  them,  and 
have  been  very  vigilant  in  prosecuting  all  methods  to  come  up  with  them  by 
watching  and  ranging  the  swamps  and  lurking  places,  and  by  watching  a 
nights  in  private  places  without  the  garrisons:  but  they  are  so  much  like 
wolves  that  we  cannot  yet  surprise  them,  but  hope  we  shall  by  some  means 
trepan  them.  We  have  now  taken  a  method  to  hunt  them  with  dogs,  and 
have  started  them  out  of  their  thickets  twice,  and  see  them  run  out,  but  at 
such  a  distance  we  could  not  come  at  them.  Having  an  opportunity,  thought 
it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  honor  with  it :  but  having  but  a  minutes  time  to 
write  could  but  only  give  you  an  account  in  short,  and  remain  your  honor's 
dutiful  and  obliged  servant.  Samuel  Wright.* 

The  detachment  of  twelve  men  referred  to  continued  in  service 
several  months,  "lying  round  the  meadows  while  the  people  were 
making  &  getting  in  their  hay."f  In  October  orders  were  issued 
to  reduce  the  number  of  soldiers  on  the  frontiers,  "the  Enemy 
being  drawn  off  &  the  Season  of  Danger  pretty  well  over,"  and 
twenty-five  men  were  reserved  for  Rutland.  There  was,  however, 
but  little  for  the  soldiers  to  do,  and  in  December  following,  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  Eastern  Indians  being  signed,  hostilities  ceased. 

A  few  of  the  absent  families  returned  to  the  town  immediately 
upon  the  announcement  of  peace,  but  others  either  abandoned  or 
sold  their  farms  and  made  their  homes  elsewhere.  A  petition 
presented  to  the  General  Court  by  Simon  Davis,  in  behalf  of  the 
town,  in  December,  1727,  shows  how  the  growth  of  the  place  was 
retarded,  and  sets  forth  clearly  their  condition  at  that  time  as  to 
the  support  of  public  worship. 

•American  Antiquarian  Society's  manuscripts.     Copied  by  permission. 

I  The  instructions  given  Capt.  Wright  and  other  officers,  their  own  reports 
with  names  of  Rutland  men  in  the  service,  and  other  papers  relating  thereto, 
will  be  found  in  Appendix  G. 
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This  petition,  praying  that  a  tax  of  a  penny  an  acre  might  be 
laid  on  lands  of  non-residents  and  others  for  the  support  of  the 
ministry,  recites  that  "about  three  or  four  years  since  Mr.  Willard 
the  then  Minister  of  the  Sd  Town,  was  killed  by  the  Indian  Enemy, 
and  it  being  a  time  of  Warr,  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Sd 
Town  (who  were  in  number  Sixty  Families  then  Setled)  drew  off 
and  left  their  habitations,  So  that  there  was  not  above  Fifteen 
Families  remaining.  But  after  ye  Peace  with  the  Indians  was 
Concluded,  several  of  them  returned  again,  and  are  now  grown  to 
the  number  of  Twenty  Five  Families  or  thereabout. 

"And  being  willing  to  promote  the  said  Settlement  and  keep  up 
the  Worship  of  God  among  them,  have  called  another  Minister 
there,  who  abt  three  months  since  was  Ordained,  &  made  pro- 
vision so  fair  as  they  are  able  For  his  honourable  Support  and  a 
Meeting  house  being  Erected,  the  Outside  thereof  is  Inclosed, 
and  they  are  Finishing  the  same  with  what  Speed  they  can,  But 
by  reason  of  the  Smalness  of  their  number,  they  Find  it  very 
difficult  at  present,  to  provide  a  Suitable  Support  for  their  Minister, 
the  Non  Resident  Proprietors  (many  of  them)  declining  Either  to 
settle  on  their  Lands,  or  to  pay  towards  his  Support,"  etc.* 

After  the  sad  experience  of  the  past,  the  presence  of  an  Indian 
in  their  neighborhood  caused  suspicion  and  anxiety ;  and  as  late 
as  1 730,  quite  a  commotion  was  excited  by  the  report  that  some 
Indians  were  near  the  town,  and  the  action  of  the  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment, given  below,  shows  how  easily  the  authorities  were  dis- 
turbed by  such  rumors. 

Sir, 

I  have  considered  your  Relation  refering  to  the  Appearanc 
of  the  Indians  near  Rutland,  and  I  Judge  it  necessary  and  accordingly  order 
that  you  immediately  consult  with  Some  of  the  Principal  Officers  in  the  neigh- 
bouring Towns,  and  with  them  agree  upon  two  or  three  discreet  Persons  (one 
to  he  an  Interpreter)  to  send  forthwith  on  a  Message  to  the  Indians  to  this 
Effect : 

That  the  Lieut  Governor  is  informed  of  their  being  gathered  in  a  Body 
near  our  Frontiers,  which  makes  the  Inhabitants  uneasie  and  feartull  of  going 
on  their  necessary  Business.    And  therefore  he  desires  to  know  the  occasion 

*  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  113,  page  732. 
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of  their  assembling  in  so  Extraordinary  a  manner.  That  as  this  Government 
has  done  Justice  to  the  Indians  and  Exactly  performed  all  tne  Articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  will  still  do  every  Thing  on  their  Part  to  maintain  the 
same,  so  they  Expect  that  the  Indians  according  to  their  Engagements  in 
the  said  Treaty  behave  themselves  peaceably  towards  the  English  and  not 
give  them  any  Disturbance  in  their  Business  or  hurt  their  Creatures,  Corn, 
Hay  &  other  Things  belonging  to  them.  And  that  if  the  Indians  have  any 
message  to  me  it  shall  be  carefully  delivered. 

Immediately  upon  the  return  of  the  messengers  Send  me  an  account  of 
the  affair,  and  in  the  mean  Time  see  that  your  People  are  well  on  their  Guard 
&  sufficiently  provided  with  Arms  &  Ammunitions,  and  that  they  don't  straggle 
alone  in  the  woods. 

If  any  Assault  should  be  made  on  you  Send  forthwith  to  the  officers  of 
the  neighbouring  Towns  to  come  to  your  assistance. 

Your  Serv* 
Boston  Aug  S,  1730.  VVm  Taylor 

To  Capt  Samuel  Wright 

In  Rutland  * 

Upon  receipt  of  this  letter  Capt.  Wright  consulted  with  others, 
and  selected  Joseph  Wilder,  Esq.,  Capt.  John  Shepley  and  Capt. 
Samuel  Willard  to  carry  the  message  to  the  Indians,  and  their 
report  is  as  follows  : 

Rutland  august  ye  14th  1730 
May  it  Pleas  your  Excellency 

Wee  the  Subscribers,  Persewant  to  an 
order  from  the  Leuten'  Govern1"  to  the  Commishon  Officers  of  ye  neighbouring 
Towns  haue  bin  in  Quest  of  ye  Indians  that  are  hunting  aboue  our  frunteer 
Towns:  and  on  the  Thirteenth  of  this  Instant:  about  seven  miles  north  of 
Rutland  and  rive  miles  west  of  wachuset  we  Lit  on  a  Campt  of  Indians;  being 
Sixteen  in  number  viz:  nine  men  Two  women  and  five  Children,  Six  of  which 
men  told  us  that  they  Came  from  Albaney.  We  Delivered  them  the  Govern" 
message :  they  Seamed  to  us  very  frendly  and  told  us  that  they  had  bin  hunt- 
ing in  them  woods  about  thirty  Days,  that  they  knew  of  but  four  Indians  be- 
sides them  selves  that  ware  hunting  on  this  side  Northtield,  and  that  they 
had  not  heard  any  of  ye  Indians  any  tim  this  year  express  any  Dissatisfaction 
toward  ye  English  wee  are  your  Excell-V  in  all  Duty 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Wilder 

Jonathan  Belcher  Esqr  John  Sheple 

Capt  General  &c  Sam"  Willard  f 

*  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  376. 
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To  His  Excellency  ye  Governour  and  to  the  Honoble  His  Majesties  Council 
am!  Hous  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled  at  Cambridge  the 
26,h  of  august  1730 

An  accompt  of  Joseph  Wilder  John  Sheply  and  Samuel  Willard  of  Service 
Don  ye  Province  Persewant  to  an  order  of  Honble  the  Liue'  Governour,  in 
Reparing  in  to  the  woods  above  Rutland  to  Demand  of  the  Indians  Huntin 
their  a  reson  of  their  assembling  there  in  such  an  Exterordinari  maner :  on 
ye  1 1  of  august  Curent  and  onward  praying  ye  Courts  alowance — 
John  Wilder  3  Dayes     6/  o.  18.  o 

John  Sheply  4  Dayes     6/  I.    4.  O 

Samuel  Willard  3  Dayes  o.  18.  o 

Phinehas  Stephens  1  Day  Pilot  o.    6.  o 

Expended  in  money  I.  14.  I 

£5.    o.    1 
August  ye  14th  1730.  Joseph  Wilder 

Sam1  Willard 
John  Sheple* 

This  bill  was  paid  the  following  month. 

We  have  no  account  of  any  subsequent  disturbance  in  Rutland 
occasioned  by  the  Indians. 
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APPENDIXES. 

It  is  intended  to  include  in  these  Appendixes  copies  of  all  the 
Official  Papers  relating  to  the  Military  Service  in  Rutland,  1723- 
1 730,  which  do  not  appear  in  the  preceding  pages. 


APPENDIX   A. 

An  abstract  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  Wright. 

Oct  16  1723 

— —If  it  might  be  that  we  might  have  our  Scout  much  biger 
Seven  men  being  too  Little  to  Range  without  our  Town,  from  the 
Watchusett  Hills  on  the  Back  Side  of  Ware  River,  &  so  to  the 
Back  side  of  Brookfield,  which  might  be  of  term  times  the  Service 
to  these  Towns,  that  this  Scout  can  be,  because  these  Scouts  only 
goe  in  Small  percels  within  the  Towns  where  we  may  be  sure  will 
come  no  Indians,  Except  One  or  two  to  Spie  who  go  So  private 
they  cant  be  seen.  But  on  the  back  side  the  Indians  Lye  and 
hunt,  about  twelve  miles  distance  &c.  from  the  Town,  so  that  we 
hearing  their  gunns  if  our  Scouts  were  Strong  might  follow  or  track 
them,  and  so  we  may  Likely  have  advantage  upon  them  but  our 
Scouting  between  the  Towns  dos  but  putt  the  Cuntry  to  Charge  ; 
&  not  Likely  to  Discover  &  Destroy  any  Indians. 

It  might  be  best  to  take  them  out  of  the  three  Towns,  to  which 
the  Scout  belongs  if  the  authority  thinks  fitt,  or  of  others  as  they 
think  best  ;  but  it  is  my  Humble  opinion,  it  will  be  best  to  alter 
the  Scout  as  before  mentioned,  and  to  have  about  25  men  to- 
geather  wch  might  be  able  to  give  them  battle,  if  they  should  Light 
on  a  Large  party  of  the  Enemy,  who  Lye  there  in  biger  parcels, 
and  so  Divide  into  Less,  to  our  Several  Towns  &c  This  comes 
with  Lievt  Newel  of  Leicester  who  is  of  the  same  opinion  about 
this  affaire  &  So  are  all  the  officers  in  the  front,  that  I  have  Spoke 
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with,  who  will  no  Doubt  back  me  in  this  affaire  &c.      our  people 
are  Daily  drawing  off  w'h  is  very  Discouraging  to  those  y'  remaine 
I  wish  the  govern'  would  do  Something  to  prevent  it. 
Rutland  Octol/  16  1723* 
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Sir,  Having  commissionated  You  to  Command  a  Party  of  Men 
in  his  Majesties  Service  for  the  Security  of  the  Towns  of  Brook- 
field,  Leicester,  Rutland,  Shrewsbury  &  Worcester,  These  are  to 
Order  you  to  make  up  your  Company  thirty  five  able  bodied 
effective  Men  &  the  Remainder  if  any  there  be  in  the  sd  Towns 
to  dismiss — to  keep  the  said  Party  of  Men  constantly  Scouting 
(either  together  or  a  Part  as  may  be  most  for  the  Service)  & 
guarding  &  ranging  about  those  Towns  in  Places  most  likely  for 
discovery  of  the  Enemy  &  so  as  best  to  protect  &  encourage  the 
Inl  ibitants.  Let  me  have  a  constant  Ace'  of  yr  Proceedings. 
Nov.  9,  1 723.     [To]  V  Sam11  Wright.t 

S:r  Boston,  Nov  25,  1723. 

1  rccd  yr  Letf  of  Nov.  21  &  the  Journal  enclosed,      I 

•  ■  <•  nothing  ay'1  Changing  yr  Men  for  better,  so  as  the  Service 
:i  ;\  be  advanced  «S:  as  you  desire  for  the  Scouts  of  yr  Town,  as- 
suring my  Self  that  you  will  take  no  Money  or  Reward  of  any 
IVr-ion  for  so  doing,  wch  has  been  practiced  by  Some  Officers 

•  rinerly  of  whom  Compl"  were  made  And  no  Officer  who  shall 
he  found  guilty  of  any  Such  Corruption  shall  continue  in  the  Ser- 

•  1  i'  kvhile  I  have  the  Honr  to  Command.  I  shall  give  the  Treasr 
urdf*  about  yr  ammunition :  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  be  very 
vigilant  in  yr  Command  &  if  possible  Shew  us  the  Scalp  of  an 
Enemy.  W  DummerJ 

Cpt  Sam"  Wright^ 

*  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  262. 
T  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  132. 
I  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  139. 
J  1  his  is  in  Secretary  Willard's  writing. 
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APPENDIX  C. 

Rutland  april  16th  1724 
May  it  please  your  Honor 

I  have  attended  your  Last  Instructions, 
as  to  the  gaurd  and  scouting  it  gives  pretty  good  Content,  but  the 
Changing  our  Inhabitants  makes  the  Case  more  diffucult  then  it 
was  before,  for  my  order  was  to  Immediately  dismiss  the  Inhabi- 
tants that  were  in  the  service  here,  Two  of  which  were  my  Clerk 
&  a  Corporal,  men  most  fit  and  Capeable  for  Service  of  any  in  the 
Company,  which  is  a  great  weakening  to  the  Service  being  men 
used  to  the  Woods  and   Leading  the  men,  and  the  men  put  in 
their  Room  are  Irish  men,  who  (at  Least  one  of  them)   I  sopose 
scarce  ever  shoot  of  a  gun  in  their  Lives  so  that  we  have  a  name 
for  so  many  men  when  Indeed  some  of  them  stand  for  o.     those 
fore  mention  2  men  being  at  first  Imprest  for  the  standing  Scout 
ordered  their  affairs  to  attend  wholey  upon  duty  being  single  men, 
and  now  being  out  of  business  are  moveing  away  to  leave  the 
Town,  to  loose  which  I  had  rather  Loose  four  other  men,    (but   I 
have  thoughts  that  if  your  Honr  think  it  might  be  best  to  put  them 
in  the  Room  of  those  two  Leicester  men  that  are  dismist)  (tho*  I 
have  sent  to  the  Inhabitants  moved  of  from  Rutland  as  I  was  di- 
rected yet  they  will  not  Come  back,  because  it  is  sumer  and  Ingaged 
in  business  &  those  Two  men  before  mentioned  being  going  of ) 
it  might  answer  the  End  as  well  to  keep  them  in  ye  Room  of  the 
Leicester  men,  and  let  them  be  Standing  men,  if  your  Honor  think 
best  to  grant  this  it  is  thought  it  may  be  best  for  the  service  but  if 
not  pray  your  Honorto  giue  order  for  Impressing  men  in  the  Room 
of  those  Two  Leicester  men.     there  is  so  much  diffuculty  in  Ex- 
changing all  the  Inhabitants  Som  of  them  quarilsome   Irish  men 
for  fear  they  should  not  be  in  so  Leasure  a  season  or  that  they  do 
more  duty  in  gaurding  or  Scouting  then  their  neighbours  that   I 
am  wery  with  hereing  them,  and  that  unless  they  Could  be  all  in 
pay  it  would  be  best  to  have  five  able  men  (that  have  not  families) 
to  be  standing  men  &  them  to  Constantly  gaurd  the  others  from 
field  to  field  as  they  shall  be  required  according  to  the  discression 
of  the  officer,  which  I  think  might  be  better  for  their  managing 
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their  affairs  then  to  be  in  the  Service  and  neglect  their  business 
and  loose  their  oppertunity  :  pray  your  Honor  would  send  me 
Instructions  by  the  bearer  that  I  may  know  what  to  doe,  and  the 
Company  Complete.  I  remain  your  Hono"  Most  Dutifull  and 
obliged  Serv'  Sam"  Wright 

[Superscribed]     To  his  Honor  William   Dummer  Esqr  Lievt 
Covernour  iScc  * 


APPENDIX  D. 

Rutland  July  Sth  1724. 
Sr.  These  are  to  acquaint  your  Honor  that  Last  thursday  night 
while  I  was  at  Boston  the  Indians  apeared  at  an  out  Garrison, 
they  shot  from  the  Garrison  at  them  made  them  Immediately  draw 
o(.  the  next  day  about  Eleven  a  clock  a  Souldier  and  a  boy  was 
at  a  deserted  house  (about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Capt  Hatches 
Garrison)  they  spied  an  Indian  somewhat  nearer  the  Garrison  than 
they  the  Soldier  bid  the  boy  run  to  the  Garrison  he  stayed  be- 
hind presented,  his  gun  at  the  Indian  ;  an  other  Indian  Ruse  up  by 
the  first  so  he  dare  not  shoot,  but  they  both  gatt  safe  to  the  Gar- 
rison :  the  same  Evening  Two  Soldiers  belonging  to  another 
garrison  were  going  home  were  waylaid  by  two  or  3  Indians  the 
men  Spieing  them  before  they  Shot  at  the  Indians  one  of  the 
Indians  Shot  again  at  them  but  mised  them  but  hit  a  tree  by  them 
which  bullet  is  since  Cut  out.  the  guns  were  all  heard  to  the 
Garrisons  ;  the  Indians  Left  them  whether  they  killed  or  wounded 
any  of  the  Indians  they  could  not  tell  ;  but  they  got  safe  home  to 
the  Garrisons,  the  people  mad  an  alarm  &  the  Indians  answerd 
the  alarm  by  shooting  [shouting  ?]  and  when  the  alarm  was  over 
they  beat  upon  the  side  of  a  deserted  house  Like  a  drum  as  if  they 
did  it  in  a  banter  to  show  us  the  Drum  was  [wanting?]!  I  wrote 
this  to  your  honr  the  sixth  Curant  but  not  sending  it  Direct  fearing 

•Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  16S. 

t "after  they  had  Drummed  they  gave  a  Cohoope  &  then  were  still  for  a 
while." 
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it  might  -miscary  as  the  other  before,  and  haveing  it  renewed  Last 
night  they  appearing  at  a  garrison  the  Shoulders  Shot  at  them  and 
made  an  alarm  and  they  answered  in  an  other  garrison  when  no 
sooner  the  watch  shot  in  the  flanker  ;  but  an  Indian  fired  at  him 
out  of  a  piece  of  wheat  by  the  fort  the  bullet  went  very  near  his 
head  but  mist  him.  they  were  about  every  Garrison  in  Town  by 
manifest  signs.  In  Short  they  are  so  among  us  keeping  us  in  a 
Continual  hubbub  so  that  we  can  do  nothing  but  secure  our  Selves 
&  Garrisons  &  have  not  men  to  Scout  nor  guard  us  so  that  we  cant 
get  hay  nor  tend  our  fields  there  being  but  four  or  five  men  in  a 
Garrison,  so  that  if  not  help  Either  by  an  addition  of  Souldiers  or 
some  Vollentiers  to  Come  and  Clear  them  from  us  we  must  of 
nesessity  Draw  of.  Praying  your  assistance  herein  being  our 
Regimentall  father  &  a  Proper  person  to  be  applied  to 

Trusting  in  your  Care  and  Cander  subscrib  myself  yor  hon" 
most  Humble  servt  in  hast  Sam"  Wright* 


APPENDIX  E. 

Honord  Sr 

haveing  wrote  you  the  third  Instant  of  the  mischief 
done  here  by  the  Indians  the  first  night  Con  Tyng  with  my  men 
Joyning  with  him  marcht  on  next  morning  in  pursuit  of  the  Enemy 
&  followed  upon  their  Tracks  out  on  the  westward  of  Great  Wat- 
chusett  till  at  Last  they  Scatterd  and  being  in  hemlock  wood,  they 
Could  follow  the  Track  no  further  &  Returned  back,  wanting  bread. 
Just  at  their  return  Co"  Goff  Came  into  Rutland  &  ordered  Co" 
Tyngs  Lievt  with  Twelve  of  his  men,  my  serg'  with  Twelve  of  my 
men  with  severall  Days  prouision  to  Martch  out  again  and  Range 
the  woods  in  pursuit  of  the  Enemy,  who  this  morning  sett  out. 
the  Lad  that  was  not  found  when  I  wrote  before  we  are  satisfied 

♦Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  1S1. 
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is  Carried  Captive  the  men  finding  where  they  had  Tied  him  to  a 
tree.  I  shall  no  more  but  remain  your  hono1"8  humble  and  obliged 
Servt  Sam11  Wright 

(Endorsed  Aug.  5,  1724.) 
Superscription  :     "on  his  Majtys  service 

"his  Honor  William  Dummer  Esqr 
"Lt  Governor  &c 

"at  Boston"* 

Honor*  Sr 

These  are  to  Inform  your  Honr  that  when  our 
Scout  came  in  the  night  before  Last  about  five  miles  on  the  back 
of  Rutland  they  came  upon  the  Track  of  Indians  coming  toward 
the  Town  semeing  to  be  as  new  as  their  own,  as  if  they  were  but 
Just  before  them,  they  pursuied  upon  the  Trak  (which  seemed 
to  be  a  Considerable  Scout)  till  they  Came  within  a  mile  &  half 
of  the  Town  then  the  Indians  scattered  so  they  Could  no  ways 
follow  them,  they  Came  and  made  Report,  they  ye  Indians 
Came  in  at  a  Distance  from  where  the  Other  Came  in  &  newer, 
so  we  are  satisfied  they  are  yet  by  a  fresh  party  watching  of  us  as 
we  have  reason  to  fear  and  since  Coll  Tyng  went  from  us  we  have 
made  a  moore  particular  discovery  of  their  number  &  Contrivances 
in"  waylaying  the  meadow  where  they  killed  the  people,  there  being 
in  number  as  near  as  Can  be  thote  neare  about  thirty  by  their 
squating  places  or  seats  in  where  they  sett  to  watch,  &  by  which 
we  Can  Learn  there  might  be  near  half  the  Company  that  Lay  in 
ambush  to  shoot  Down  those  who  should  Come  to  their  Releif 
there  being  but  one  way  they  Could  Conveniently  get  to  their  help 
so  that  if  there  were  but  a  smal  party  of  men  had  gone  they  would 
I  ikely  have  shot  them  down  before  they  had  seen  the  Indians, 
those  persons  that  were  killed  went  presumtiously  Contrary  to  my 
orders  for  I  forbad  them  going  without  a  considerable  Company 
and  a  strong  guard  but  they  went  a  way  privatly  to  their 
own  Ruins,  and  the  action  was  quit  ouer  before  I  knew  it  not 
heareing  the  guns,  not  knowing  they  were  gone  before  I  heard  they 

•Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  1S6. 
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were  killed,  the  bearer  hereof  Can  give  your  Honor  account  of 
what  is  aboue  written  as  well  as  many  Others  ;  I  am  your  Honor 
most  humble  servt  Sam11  Wright 

Rutland  aug*  7th  1724 

we  are  in  great  want  of  amunition  our  stock  being  quit  out 
that  night  Co"  Goffe  went  away  Two  Children  had  like  to  have 
been  taken  had  it  not  been  for  a  dogg  in  a  feild  nigh  a  house  &c* 


By  an  Express  from  Rutland,  We  are  inform'd  That  on  Monday 
last  the  3d  Instant,  a  company  of  the  Enemy  Indians  surpriz'd  and 
fir'd  upon  some  of  our  Men  at  work,  kill'd  three,  wounded  another 
that  made  his  escape,  and  took  one  Captive.! 


May  it  please  your  Honour 

On  Monday  after  we  had  travailed  &  scouted 
from  Sunrise  till  (as  nigh  as  we  judge)  about  two  o'clock  without 
any  refreshments  17  or  18  miles  we  came  into  Rutland  where  ye 
Enemy  in  a  Meadow  just  by  ye  Town  had  kiled  3  men  wounded  1 
&  captivated  a  Boy  about  an  Hour  before,  none  of  ye  Town  neither 
Inhabitants  nor  Soldiers  had  made  after  them.  I  divided  the  Men 
into  two  parcells  to  surround  ye  Swamp  &  scoured  it  while  we  tract 
them  out.  my  Party  had  but  one  man  for  a  Guide  &  had  left  all 
our  Cloths  &  Provisions  behind  us.  We  went  upon  yr  Trail  in 
Expectation  of  these  things  to  be  sent  after  till  Rain  &  ye  night 
prevented  us  for  yt  Day.  I  could  not  persuade  any  except  two  to 
assist  in  the  Pursuit  they  alledging  they  could  not  leave  yr  Gar- 
risons our  Party  met  us  about  a  mile  out  of  Town  at  Sundown. 
Early  ye  next  morning  I  set  out  with  as  many  of  my  men  as  ca- 
pable &  six  I  obtained  of  Capt.  Wright.  I  found  their  track  & 
pursued  about  10  miles  till  ye  woods  were  so  we  could  find  no 
track  by  Reason  of  yr  scattering.  They  marched  away  in  yr  own 
Back  Track  &  travailed  in  ye  night  for  we  could  find  no  place 
where  yy  had  lodged.     They  diverted  yr  Course  towards  Wadchu- 

*  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  1S7. 
f  Boston  News  Letter,  No.  107 1,  August,  1724. 
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setts  ye  number  I  judge  to  be  about  12  or  13  in  yr  Company.  For 
want  of  Bread  &  by  reason  of  ye  Lameness  &  Sickness  of  our  Men 
we  could  pursue  no  further  &  then  besides  ye  men  y'  knew  ye 
woods  declared  yy  were  such  as  Indians  could  not  be  tract  in  for 
20  miles  together.  Just  upon  our  return  Col.  Goff  arrived  at  Rut- 
land.    I  am  your  Honours  Obedt  humble  Servt 

Eleazer  Tyng 
Rutland  Aug  4.  1724. 

P.  S.  Colle  Goffe  gives  his  Duty  to  yr  Honour  & 
would  have  writ  but  yl  he  designs  to  wait  upon  you  on  ye  next 
Saturday.* 

May  it  please  your  Honour, 

I  was  very  much  Surprized  with  a  Relation 
of  the  Management  of  our  affairs  at  Rutland  signed  by  one  Hay- 
wood that  after  I  &  my  men  had  done  to  the  extent  of  our  Power 
our  Actions  should  be  so  misrepresented  &  such  aspersions  causesly 
be  cast  upon  my  Conduct.  I  hope  that  your  honour  will  not 
judge  me  guilty,  from  the  relation  of  one  that  was  not  psent  at  any 
of  the  actions.  I  doubt  not  by  sufficient  evidence  to  clear  my  self 
from  what  I  am  unjustly  charged  with.  We  met  no  men  that  took 
any  Circuit  to  come  to  us  yy  came  from  Capt.  Wright  where  we 
saw  one  that  was  wounded  &  one  that  had  escaped.  The  first 
notices  we  had  of  any  mischief  or  Danger  was  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  behind  on  which  we  run  forward  as  fast  as  possible.  Be- 
fore y-v  had  well  done  telling  ye  Story  all  our  Men  came  up  &  one 
Tarty  I  ordered  away  imediately  with  my  Ensign  to  head  ye  In- 
dians &  went  with  ye  other  my  self  where  y>  ym  selves  sdyy  judged 
the  Indians  were.  Instead  of  some  Pilots  as  ye  Relation  says,  I 
had  but  one  man.  I  never  said  that  I  designed  to  wait  but  to 
have  them  follow  after  us.  The  horses  never  came  quite  to  ye 
Place  but  were  met  by  one  of  our  Men  y*  returned  back  &  this  was 
just  at  night.  There  was  but  one  Party  of  the  Men  that  went  with 
me  that  came  to  them  there.  I  sent  men  eno  to  back  &  support 
them  that  sent  for  help  but  our  Rutland  Guide  carryed  them  away 

*  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  52,  page  25. 
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&  never  went  to  them.  They  waited  for  ym  in  vain  i.  e.  my  Lieut 
&  our  men  but  yy  not  coming  they  came  to  me  as  I  was  going 
round  ye  swamp  &  He  &  I  took  ye  Track  &  pursued  upon  them 
as  long  as  yr  Men  were  capable  of  going. 

It  being  so  near  night,  The  Rains  our  Men  being  Faint  we  hav- 
ing no  Cloths,  Blankets  nor  Provisions  I  was  forced  to  Return. 
The  next  day  Instead  of  1 2  Rutland  men  which  Capt  Wright 
promised  I  was  forced  to  take  up  with  six  &  wait  for  y™  too  which 
occasioned  ye  Lateness  in  the  Morning  yy  complain  of.  I  sent 
not  my  Lieut  but  actually  went  myself  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to 
make  out  Tracks  &  till  ye  Men  universally  said  it  was  to  no  Pur- 
pose to  try  to  pursue  upon  them  any  longer,  for  ye  woods  were  so 
we  could  find  none.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  confront  this  Re- 
lator &  that  your  Honour  would  give  me  opportunity  to  set  my 
management  in  a  truer  light  than  He  has  &  Vindicate  myself  which 
I  doubt  not  but  that  I  can  from  all  yr  is  alledged  against  me. 
I  am  your  Hon"  Obedt  humble  Serv' 

Eleazer  Tyng 

PS.     I  am  in  a  great  hurry  going  with  Col.  Goff  to  Rutland  or 
had  writ  fuller.* 

[Date  probably  August,  1724.] 


August  14,  1724,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  was  advised  by  the 
Council  to  order  Col.  Tyng  to  detach  ten  men  out  of  his  company 
to  Rutland.! 

♦Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  52,  page  28. 
f  Council  Records. 
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APPENDIX  F.* 


1724  November  27         A  Joun 

lal  of  my 

Scouting  since  Last 

Muster  Roll. 

Novbr  27 

keept  garrison 

20 

warded 

28 

Ditto 

21 

Scouted 

29 

Scouted  toward  watt- 

22 

Stormy 

chusetts  &  Cross  to- 

23 

Stormy              [trees 

ward  Brookfield 

24 

Snow  hung  on  the 

30 

Stormy  returned 

25 

Scouted  every  way 

Decembr 

26 

keept  garison 

1 

kept  garison 

27 

Scouted 

2 

foul  wether 

28 

Scouted 

3 

Scouted 

29 

Stormy  snow 

4 

Could  not  go  out  with 

3° 

keept  garison 

Snow  Shoes  nor  with- 

31 

Scouted 

out  snow  deep  &  soft 

Janry     1 

Scouted 

5 

keept  garison 

2 

Ditto 

6 

Scouted 

3 

Ditto 

7 

Came  in  with  Scout 

4 

Ditto 

8 

Stormy 

5 

Ditto 

9 

Trees  hung  with  Ise 

6 

Stormy 

Could  not  go  out 

7 

keept  garison 

10 

keept  in    no  Travel- 

8 

gaurded    to    Brook- 

ing  in  the  woods 

field  mill 

11 

Scouted 

9 

warded 

12 

Came  in  being  Ex- 

10 

Scouted 

tream  Cold 

1 1 

Some    to   Brookfield 

'       13 

Scouted 

some   to    VVoster  to 

14 

Stormey 

mill 

J5 

keept  garison 

12 

Scouted 

16 

Ditto 

13 

Ditto 

17 

Scouted 

14 

Ditto 

18 

Scouted  about  10  miles 

l5 

Stormy                 [out 

*9 

Came  in 

16 

Ditto  Could  not  go 

*  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  38A,  page  100. 
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17  Scouted        [ye  town 

1 8  Scoute  on  the  back  of 

1 9  Scouted  over  ware  river 

20  &  back  of  Brookfield 

21  back  into  the  woods 

22  Lay  out  [again 

23  Came  in  again 

24  warded 

25  Scouted 

26  keept  garison  stormy 

27  Ditto 

28  Stormy 

29  Scouted 

30  Ditto 

31  warded 

Februy    1  Scouted  alarm  at  night 

2  Scouted  Discovered 
some  Tracks 

3  went  out  after  them 
but  they  Scattered 
we  Could  not  follow 

ym 

4  Came  in 

5  keept  Garison 

6  Scouted 

7  Stormy  keep  garison 

8  Ditto 

9  Scouted 

10  gaurd    to    mill    to 
Brookfield 

1 1  not  returned 

12  Returned 

13  Scouted 

14  Ditto 

15  keept  garison 

16  Ditto 


17  Scouted 

18  Ditto 

19  Ditto 

20  Stormy 

2 1  keept  garison 

22  Scouted 

23  Ditto 

24  Ditto 

25  Ditto 

26  went  a  company  to 
buy  Corn  at  brook- 
field 

27  not  returned 

28  Returned 
March    1   Scouted 

2  keept  garison  stormy 

3  Ditto 

4  went  to  Brookfield  to 
fetch  Provision 

5  Scouted 

6  Stormy 

7  Ditto  no  Travelling 

8  went    to    woster    for 
provision 

9  Returned 

10  Scouted    over   ware 
river 

1 1  Lay  out 

12  Returned 

13  Scout  went  out  3  days 

14  Discovered  nothing 

15  Returned 

16  Scouted 

17  Scouted 

18  gaurded  the    people 
fenceing  their  meadows 
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19  gaurded  ,,,,,,,, 

20  Scouted 

2 1  warded 

22  Scouted 

23  Stormy 

24  keept  garison 

25  Scouted 

26  Ditto 

27  Rain 

28  Ditto  keept  garison 

29  Ditto 

30  Scouted  &c 

31  gaurded   the  Stoars 
up  from  marlborough 

Aprl      1  guarde  the  people  at 
the  Corn  mill 

2  gaurded    at    mill 
Ditto 

3  &  the  carts  to  bring 
Stoars 

4  Scouted 

5  Scouted    ouer   ware 
river 

6  &  toward  Wattchu- 
setts  hills 

7  Stormy 

8  Ditto 

9  keept  garison 

10  Scouted 

11  Ditto 

12  gaurded   the   people 
at  their  feilds 

13  Ditto 

14  Ditto 

15  Scouted  &  gaurded 

16  keept  garison 


17  Ditto 

18  Ditto 

19  Mustered  Read    the 
Laws 

20  gaurded 

21  Ditto 

22  Scouted 

23  Ditto 

24  gaurded  the  people 

25  warded 

26  gaurded   the   people 
to  plow 

27  Scouted 

28  Ditto 

29  gaurded 

30  Ditto 

May     1  gaurded   the   people 
at  plow 
2  warded 

4  gaurded   the  people 
to  plant 

5  Ditto 

6  Ditto   at   the    Corn 
mill 

7  Ditto 

8  gaurded 

9  warded 

10  Scouted    Discovered 

Indian     Tracks     by 
ware  river 

1 1  gaurded   the   people 
to  plant 

12  Ditto 

13  Ditto 

14  Scouted 

15  Ditto 


3° 


1 6  keept  garison  warded 

Lay  out  woods  made 

17  Scouted 

fires  put  up  blankets 

18  gaurded 

to   deceive   the    In- 

19 keept  garison 

dians  &c 

20  bad  wether 

June     1  Ranged  Ditto 

21  gaurded  the  Carts  to 

2  ambushed  the  places 

fetch 

where  the  ' 

22  Stoars   from    Marl- 

3 Indians  were  Likly  to 

borough 

come    and    weiglaid 

23  Ditto 

the  fences  &c 

24  Returned 

4  Scout  came  in 

25  on  the  25  day 

5  gaurd  the  people  at 

26  Scouted  the  Swamps 

the  feilds 

27  Scout  sent  out 

6  Ditto 

28  Indians  came  about 

7  Scouted  Cross  to  the 

garisons 

borders  of  Brookfield 

29  Scouted  the  Swamps 

8     Part    gaurded    part 

in  pursuit 

Scouted 

30  of  the  Indians 

9  Ditto 

31   watched  without  the 

garisons  and  Ranged 

Sam"  Wright 

the  Swamps  with  Doggs 

land  June  9th  1725 

[The  above  is  in  Capt.  Wright's  own  writing,  but  the  following 
is  evidently  a  copy.] 

A  Journal  of  Scouting  Guarding  &c  from  June    10th  to   Novr 
10th  1725.* 

June    10  Scouted  15  Men  way  laid  the  Swamps 

1 1  Gaurded  in  the  Field  ; 

12  Gaurded  the  people  in  the  fields, 

13  Scouted  for  3  days  12  Men,  over  Ware  River 

14  Lay  out 


*  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  38A,  page  122. 
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15  the  Scout  returned  ; 

1 6  Guarded  the  people  at  their  work  ; 

17  Guarded  Ditto  14  Men. 

18  Guarded  Ditto  12  Men. 

19  Scouted  14  Men  toward  Wachusett. 

20  Lay  out  about  10  Miles  from  the  Town. 

21  Scout  returned, 

22  Scouted  9  Men  Northwest  of  Wachusetts  Hills 

23  Lay  out. 

24  Scout  returned  ; 

25  Guarded  10  Men  Scouted  9  North  of  Ware  River, 

26  Guarded  the  people  in  the  Fields 

27  kept  in  being  Sabbath  day  ; 

28  Guarded  the  Carts  with  Stores  ; 

29  from  Marlborough  to  Rutland  ; 

30  Returned. 

July     1  Guarded  the  Carts  back  8  mile 

2  Scouted 

3  Lay  out 

4  Returned 

5  Stormy, 

6  Storm  kept  Garrison  &  Cleansed  the  Arms 

7  Scouted 

8  Returned 

9  Guarded  22  Men  in  a  Meadow 

10  Guarded  23  Men  in  Ditto 

1 1  Scouted  1 2  Men  round  the  Town 

12  for  4  days 

13  Lay  out 

14  Returned 

15  Stormy 

16  Stormy  kept  Garrison 

1  7  Capt  Willard  here  with  his  Voluntiers 

iS  Guarded  about  the  Meeting  house 

19  Capt  Willard  marched  from  Rutland  wth  his  Men 

20  I  sent  a  Scout  with  him  2  days  march  who 
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21  discovered  tracks  they  Supposed  to  be  Indians 

22  Scouted  round  the  town  ranging  the  Swamps  19  Men 

23  Gaurded  the  Carts  to  Marlbo.  for  provisions 

24  Stormy 

25  Gaurd  returned  with  the  Stores 

26  Scouted  about  the  meadows  22  Men 

27  Scouted  Lay  out 

28  Scouted  round  the  meadows,  6  Miles  out 

29  Scouted  round  the  Town  and  divided  our  Men  in   2 
parties 

30  Gaurded  the  Meadows  25  Men 

31  Gaurded  Ditto 
Augt     1  Warded  in  the  Town 

2  Part  Guarded  &  part  Scouted 

3  Scouted  round  the  meadows, 

4  Searched  the  Swamps  &  Gaurded 

5  Gaurded  the  meadows  25  Men, 

6  Scouted  22  Men  4  days 

7  Lay  out 

8  Lay  out 

9  Wet  weather  returned 

10  Wet  weather  Cleans'd  our  Arms 

11  Gaurded  the  people  at  the  meadow  19  Men 

1 2  Gaurded  the  meadows  and  Scouted 
1 3"  Scouted  2  days 

14  Returned 

15  Stay  in 

16  Scouted 

17  Gaurded 

18  Gaurded 

19  Scouted 

20  Guarded 

21  Guarded 

22  Warded  about  the  Town 

23  Scouted  to  Lancaster 

24  Returned 

25  Scouted  to  Brookfield 


33 

26  Gaurded  the  meadows 

2  7  Scouted  &  Gaurded ;  a  part,  a  Man  wounded  at  Dear- 
field  the  Indians  alarmed  us  at  the  meadows. 

28  Scouted  &  Guarded  sd  Meadow,  &  discover'd  Indian 
tracts 

29  Scouted  Round  the  Meeting  house  in  3  Guards 

30  Gaurded  and  Scouted 

31  Guarded 

s*  j  tr     1   Scouted  &  Guarded  at  the  meadows 

2  Guarded  people  Stacking  Hay. 

3  Guarded  the  meadows 

4  Scouting  and  Guarding 

5  kept  in  being  Sabbath 

6  Guarded  &  Scouted  ye  meadows  discover'd  tracts. 

7  Guarded  Stacking  Hay  21  Men 

8  2  Guards  each  10  Men  att  the  meadows 

9  part  Guarded  &  part  Scouted 

10  Scouted  18  Men  4  days 

1 1  Stayed  out 

1 2  Lay  out 

13  returned 

14  Guarded  the  people  in  the  fields 

15  Scouted  about  10  Miles  discouered  Indian  Tracks 

16  Lay  out 

1  7  Guarded  to  Stack  Hay 

18  Guarded  the  people  Cutting  Stalks 

19  Warded 

20  Scout  went  out  for  10  days  16  Men 

2 1  An  Indian  appear'd  at  my  Garison  &  we  fired  at  him 

22  Guarded  the  people  3  of  the  Scout  came  in  sick 

23  Fetched  in  Cattle  ;  Leut  Ting  Came  in  with  his  Scout 

24  Gaurded  the  people  to  gather  Corn 

25  Guarded 

26  kept  in  being  Sabbath 

27  Stormy 

2S  Guarded  &  Scouted  about  the  Town 
29  Guarded  the  people  to  gather  Corn 
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.     3°  Scout  Came  in  ;  another  went  out  over  Ware  river, 

Octr     i  Scout  went  out  for  3  days  14  Men 

2  Lay  out 

3  Lay  out 

4  Guarded  the  people  to  gett  in  harvest 

5  Scout  Came  in 

6  Scout  went  out  for  3  days  13  Men 

7  Lay  out 

8  Lay  out 

9  returned 

10  kept  in  being  Sabbath 

1 1  Stormy  kept  Garrison 

12  Scout  went  for  3  days 

13  Lay  out 

14  Came  in 

15  Guarded  the  Carts 

16  kept  Garrison 

17  Warded 

18  Went  down  to  Shrewsbury  to  guard  ye  Stores  16  Men 

19  Scouted 

20  Returned  with  the  Stores 

21  Stormy  kept  Garrison 

22  Guarded  the  Carts  from  Lancaster 

23  Scout  for  5  days  to  Come  in  at  Turkey  hills 

24  Warded 

25  Scout  came  in  at  Turkey  Hill 

26  Came  into  Lancaster 

27  Came  into  Rutland 

28  Thanksgiving 

29  Scout  out  10  Miles  Northward  Ware  river  2  days 

30  Came  in 

31  Kept  in  being  Sabbath 
Novr     1  Scout  went  out  for  3  days  15  Men 

2  Lay  out 
1  returned 
4  Stormy  kept  Garrison 
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6  s!Zy  1779028 

7  Released  the  Men 

8  Scout  of  3  men  over  Ware  river 

9  Scouted  2  Men 
io  Scouted  4  Men 

Sam"  Wright 


Among  the  expenditures  of  the  Province  appear  two  items  "for 
wages  and  subsistence  of  Capt.  Wright's  company"  : 

"Dec.  12,  1724,  ^851-13-10  June  11,  1724, --Nov.  25,  1724. 
"June  22,  1725,       71 7-10-7  Nov.  26,  1724,- -June  9,  1725." 


APPENDIX  G. 

[From  Lieutenant-Governor  Dummer  to  Captain  Wright,  May, 
,725-] 

Cpt  Wright 

Sir     I  have  Order'd  Coll.  to  reinforce  you  with 

twelve  able  bodied  Men,  one  of  which  will  be  a  Serjeant  whom 
you  must  Continue  in  ye  post  of  a  Serjeant.  When  they  arrive 
you  will  be  strong,  And  therefore  I  expect  that  you  keep  your  Men 
upon  vigorous  &  constant  Service  :  You  must  always  have  a  Party 
of  Eight  or  ten  Men  abroad  to  Scout  on  the  Borders  of  your  Town 
at  some  distance  &  to  ly  out  six  or  eight  days  together  in  the  most 
likely  Places  for  the  Enemies  Passing,  &some  times  to  scout  across 
the  Countrey  from  the  Borders  of  Brookfield  to  the  Borders  of  Lan- 
<  .iNicr  &  Groton.  They  must  be  silent  &  patient  in  their  Marches 
\  Amlmshmu,  And  if  they  do  their  duty  faithfully  I  doubt  not  but 
they  will  protect  the  Towns  and  Surprize  the  Enemy.  When  one 
Scout  comes  in  forthwith  order  out  another  ;  It  will  be  best  not  to 
return  upon  the  Tracks  outward,  &  you  are  to  require  a  Journal 


■ 
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from  Every  Scout  of  their  March  &  all  the  occurrences  that  should 
hapen  therein ;  &  render  the  Same  to  me. 

Coll.  Tyng  &  Cpt.  Willard  to  have  their  Scouts  constantly * 


May  8,  1725,  A  reinforcement  of  one  Sergeant  and  eleven  men 
ordered  for  Rutland.! 


Rutland,  may  24th  1725 
Honord  Sr  These  are  to  Inform  your  honr  that  I  have  Re- 
cieved  the  men  from  your  Rigement  for  Worcester,  tho'  some  at 
Least  2  not  so  able  and  Efective  as  I  Could  be  glad  they  were, 
(uizt  Ebenr  White  &  John  Field  both  from  Capt  Thayer  of  Men- 
don,  who  are  not  able  to  Travill.  his  Honor  the  Lieut  Govern- 
ours  order  to  me  was  that  I  should  put  Suitable  officers  ouer  the 
men,  &  that  they  should  Scout  &  gaurd,  but  in  as  much  as  my 
orders  are  not  so  Clear  as  I  Dare  uenture  to  put  one  of  the  Inhab- 
itants officer  over  them,  I  have  Left  ym  under  the  Care  and  Con- 
duct of  Capt  Ponds  Son  at  present,  but  in  as  much  as  he  nor  any 
of  the  men  have  not  any  knowledge  of  the  woods  so  are  not  Like 
to  do  much  Service  in  Scouting,  unless  there  be  an  Inhabitant  put 
an  officer  ouer  them.  I  desire  therefore  you  would  get  his  honors 
Leave  to  put  Moses  Rice  &  Benjn  Flag  in  to  be  the  officer  ouer 
them  alternately  when  one  Comes  in,  the  Other  to  go  out  to  have 
but  one  mans  pay  ;  which  will  be  Likly  to  have  the  Duty  better 
prformed  and  is  the  mind  of  the  Town,  as  for  news  I  refer  you 
to  the  Inclosd  Letter  to  his  hon1"  then  desire  you  would  deliver  it 
to  his  honor  after  you  have  sealed  it ;  with  humble  Respects  I 
Remain  your  honor'  very  humble  and  dutifull  Servt 

Sam11  Wright 

Superscribed  To  the  Honourable  William  Dummer  Esqr 

Lieut  Governour  and  Commander  in  Chief  Szc\ 

♦Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  229. 

t  Council  Records. 

X  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  237. 


Boston  June  2  1725 
Sr     I  just  now  received  these  from  Capt  Wright,  at  my  Lodging, 
and  having  taken  physick  this  morning  cannot  well  come  forth. 

If  your  Honour  approves  of  Capt  Wrights  proposal  for  Flagg 
and  Rice  to  Command  alternately,  it  seems  as  if  it  would  be  to 
very  good  purpose     I  am 

Sr  your  most  obedient  humble  Serv' 

John  Chandler 
On  his  MajHe9  Service 

To  Coll  John  Chandler 

Boston  Present 

pr  Mr  Moses  Rice 


May  it  please  your  Honr 

haveing  this  opportunity  by  Thomas  Taylor, 
These  are  to  acquaint  your  Hon7  that  there  is  Ten  men  Come 
from  the  uper  Country  to  Brookfield  for  his  Majtie9  Service  &  I 
have  had  no  Orders  or  direction  from  your  honr  whether  they  are 
a  Recruit  of  my  Company  ;  or  whether  they  are  by  them  selves. 
Ensign  Warner  being  going  with  Capt  Willard  I  sopose  I  may  send 
an  officer  to  take  Care  of  them  untill  further  orders.  I  am  now 
going  ouer  to  see  they  do  their  Duty  &  wait  your  hon"  Direction. 
Your  honr  was  pleased  to  permitt  4  or  5  of  my  men  to  go  with 
Capt  White  &  Capt  Willard  &c  so  that  we  are  weakned  by  it 
Except  your  Honr  sends  men  in  their  Room  our  people  are  now 
beginning  to  mow  their  out  meadows  we  shall  want  a  Strong  guard, 
one  Scout  Came  in  Last  night  discovered  no  Indians  ;  tho  the 
watth  at  one  of  the  garisons  Discovered  an  Indian  as  they  say  2 
nights  agoe  by  a  Garison  as  they  lay  at  some  distance  this  morn- 
ing we  found  a  mare  as  we  Sopose  Shot  that  her  guts  hung  out  & 
Dead  &  Sopose  the  Indians  shot  her.* 

Yr  Hon"  most  humble  &  obliged  sent 
Rutland  July  10th  1725  Sam"  Wrightf 

*A  meadow  in  Rutland  East  Wing,  now  the  southerly  part  of  Princeton, 
was  for  many  years  known  as  Dead  Mare  Meadow. 
t  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  252. 


38 

Honoured  Sr.  these  are  to  Inform  your  Hon1-  that  Capt 
Samuel  Willard  marcht  out  from  Rutland  the  19th  Instant  with  52 
able  bodied  men  and  Camped  the  first  night  south  of  ware  river 
then  marched  west  of  Watchusett  hills  my  Scout  Campt  with  them 
2  nights  Came  from  there  yesterday  brought  news  their  Scouts 
Discovered  Indian  Tracks  &c  I  Let  Capt  Willard  have  five  of  my 
best  men  and  have  five  of  his  men  in  their  Room  to  Incorage  the 
Expedition.  Likewise  furnisht  with  what  Provisions  he  wanted 
out  of  our  Stoars.  I  have  Received  4  men  from  Coll  Buckminster 
&c     your  Honr  to  Command  Samuel  Wright* 

Rutland  July  23d  1725 


July  28.  1725.  A  warrant  was  approved  by  the  Council  to  pay 
John  Taylour  (a  soldier)  the  sum  of  "thirty  shillings  for  his  Horse 
Hire  &  expence  in  riding  express  from  Rutland  to  Boston  &  back 
by  Framingham."f 


Sir  I  approve  of  your  Projection  for  watching  the  Motions  of 
the  Indians  about  Rutland  meadows,  and  have  given  directions  to 
Mr.  Brintnall  according.  I  desire  you  would  assist  him  with  your 
advice  and  put  him  and  your  own  People  forward  that  so  no  time 
be  lost  in  the  Execution  of  this  design  J 

Cpt  Wright 


Aug  10  1725  Sergt.  William  Brintnall  was  ordered  to  take 
command  of  "such  of  the  men  belonging  to  Capt  Samuel  Willards 
Company  as  are  returned  into  any  of  the  frontier  towns  &  with 
them  forthwith  to  march  Out  in  Quest  of  the  Enemy  &  to  ly  round 

*  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  254. 
t  Council  Records. 

J  This  has  no  date  or  signature.  Probably  instructions  of  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Dummer,  in  August,  1725. 
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the  meadows  of  Rutland  while  the  People  are  making  &  Getting 
in  their  hay  :  You  must  be  very  secret  in  your  Motions  &:  use  all 
possible  means  to  conceal  your  selves  from  the  Enemy.  And  be 
very  watchful  to  make  seasonable  discovery  of  them  &  to  use  all 
possible  Advantage  in  Attacking  them.  You  must  Consult  with 
Cpt  Wright  &  take  his  advice  for  your  further  Proceeding  :  If 
you  can  not  make  twelve  out  of  those  that  are  return'd  you  are 
directed  to  enlist  what  are  wanting  of  that  Number* 


Rutland  August  19,  1725. 
Honoured  Sr 

After  my  duty  to  you  presented  these  are  to 
Informe  your  Honr  that  by  vertue  of  the  order  I  Received  from 
you  to  go  to  Rutland  in  quest  of  the  Indian  Enemie  and  Scout 
about  the  Meadow  with  twelve  Volenteers  I  have  accordingly 
obeyed  Said  orders  by  having  the  twelve  men  Eight  of  which  are 
Capt  Willards  and  four  who  I  Enlisted  and  Came  to  Rutland  with 
ym  on  fryday  Last  &  have  Ever  since  Scouted  and  guarded  the 
meadows  for  ye  people  in  their  getting  of  Hay  we  discovered  no 
Signs  of  Indians  as  yet  but  Expect  them  dayly  for  Ensighn  Stevens 
is  arrived  with  his  son  from  Canada,  and  saith  that  yr  was  a  Com- 
pany designed  for  New  England  when  he  Came  from  Canada,  he 
Intends  to  be  att  Boston  with  your  Honour  Monday  next  all  at 
present     I  Remain  Your  Honrs  Ever  Devoted 

Servt  Wm  Brintnall 

The  new  men  I  Enlisted  were  Paul  Brintnall,  Benjn  Dudley,  Saml 
Goodenow,  Jonathan  Priest. 

Capt.  Willards  men  were  Will"1  Brintnall,  Sam1  How,  James  Nutt- 
ing, Joshua  Parker,  Cyprian  Wright,  Delivee  Brooks,  Thomas  Lamb, 
Jacob  Moor.t 

*  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  256. 

The  roll  of  this  detachment  is  in  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  91,  page  173. 
It  shows  service  from  Aug.  17  to  Oct.  27,  1725.  The  pay  of  Sergt.  Brintnall 
was  32  shillings  6  pence  per  week,  and  that  of  the  men  28  shillings. 

t  Kndorsed  letter  to  Wm.  Dummer.   Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  p.  258. 
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A  letter  from  Col.  Eleazar  Tyng,  Dunstable,  August  30,  1725, 
reads  :  "I  have  ordered  a  Scout  from  Brookfield  &  Rutland  each 
of  them  distinctly  to  be  kept  Constantly  out,  the  men  to  lie  out 
for  4  or  5  nights  at  a  time  &  to  go  about  15  or  20  miles  from  the 
Towns.  The  Number  I  left  to  ye  Direction  of  the  Commanding 
officer.  The  Rest  of  ye  Towns  undr  Capt  Wrights  Inspection  to 
keep  out  constantly  smaller  Scouts  &  to  be  exceeding  vigilant." 

Referring  to  his  plans  for  the  future  Col.  Tyng  says  that  "young 
Stevens  lately  arrived  from  Canada  informs  me  that  there  is  a  Place 
just  by  Pigvvocket  which  the  Indians  call  half  way  where  they  meet 
&  muster  &  that  he  has  been  at  it,"  and  the  Colonel  proposed 
scouting  in  that  direction.* 


"A  Muster  Roll  of  the  Company  in  His 
the  command  of  Samuel  Wright  Captain," 
1724.  The  roll  contains  61  names,  the 
Rutland  : 


Samuel  Wright, 
Aaron  Rice, 
Moses  How, 
William  Gibbs, 
Simon  Davis, 
Jonas  Brown, 
John  Clark, 
John  Hameton.f 


Cyprian  Wright, 
John  Lecore, 
William  Fenten, 
Eleazar  Ball, 
Joseph  Wood, 
Robert  Mclem, 
John  Crawford, 


Majestys  Service  under 

Nov.,   1723,  to  June, 

following  belonging  to 

Edward  Rice, 
John  Lecore,  Jr., 
Duncan  McFarland, 
Malcom  Hendry, 
Alexander  Bothel, 
James  Clark, 
Andrew  Mclem, 


Sergt.  Brintnall  says.  Sept.  6,    1725  :    "the   people   have  got   in 
yr  Hay,"  and  he  wanted  to  go  off  on  a  long  scout,  t 


Oct.  20,  1725,  Col.  Tyng  received  orders  to  reduce  the  number 

*  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  52,  page  25S. 
t  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  91,  page  116. 

*  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  52,  page  266. 
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of  soldiers  on  the  frontiers,  "the  Enemy  being  drawn  off  &  the 
Season  of  danger  pretty  well  over"  ;  and  Rutland  was  to  have  25 
men.* 


July,  1724,  there  were  38  men  posted  at  Rutland. 

February,  1725,  Rutland  had  25  out  of  149  men  in  service  in 
that  region. 


APPENDIX  H. 

Joseph  Willard,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Clark)  Willard, 
was  born  in  Saybrook,  Connecticut,  and  graduated  at  Yale  College 
in  1 714.  He  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  Harvard 
College  in  1 723. 

After  a  short  settlement  as  minister  at  Sunderland,  he  went  to 
Rutland  to  preach,  and  on  the  12th  of  July,  1721,  was  invited  by 
a  unanimous  vote  of  the  town  to  settle  there.  Mr.  Willard  on 
the  same  day  (being  in  the  town)  signified  his  acceptance  of  the 
call,  provided  "they  give  him  suitable  maintainance  and  settle- 
ment," whereupon  the  inhabitants  voted  him  as  a  "sallary  Eighty 
pounds  a  year  for  the  first  three  years,  after  yl  ninety  pounds  pr 
year"  ;  and  for  a  "settlement"  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds 
"in  work  or  money,  to  be  paid  and  performed  when  he  shall  have 
occasion  and  call  for  it,  provided  that  he  does  settle  with  us  in 
Gospel  Order."  This  proposition  being  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Wil- 
lard, he  entered  upon  his  work.  Some  of  the  difficulties  which 
he  encountered  during  the  next  year  are  set  forth  in  the  following 
letter,  which  is  recorded  in  the  first  volume  of  "Records  of  the 
Proprietors  of  Rutland,"  although  it  does  not  appear  in  the  town 
book. 

*  Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  72,  page  263. 
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To  Capt  Samuel  Wright,  Leu'  Simon  Davis  and  Ens  Joseph  Stevens  the 
Selectmen  of  Rutland 

Gentlemen  —  Sometime  in  the  year  1721  the  Inhabitants  of  this    , 

Town  at  a  town  meeting  were  pleased  to  make  choyce  of  me  for  their  min- 
ister, and  for  my  Incouragement  voted  me  a  stated  Sallery  80  pounds  pr 
annum  for  the  first  three  years  and  then  £90  pr  annum  and  also  .£100  in 
money  or  work  towards  building,  to  be  paid  as  I  should  have  occasion  for  it, 
to  carry  on  my  work  which  proposealls  after  Serious  Consideration  and  hum- 
ble adresses  to  heaven  for  direction  I  did  accept,  and  accordingly  began  my 
building  but  have  not  been  able  to  go  on  with  it  by  reason  of  the  peoples 
backwardness  and  neglect  of  helping  it  forward  by  their  work  as  they  might 
have  done,  which,  as  also  the  Remoueal  of  nigh  or  about  Two  thirds  of  the 
Inhabitants  out  of  the  town,  has  Discouraged  me  from  any  further  attempt 
towards  building,  and  with  the  Concurance  of  several  other  things  have  al- 
tered my  thought  of  settleing  among  you. 

I  have  therefore  (Eying  the  Divine  providence  therein)  thot  it  my  duty  to 

acquaint  you  with  my  purpose  and  design  speedily  to  Remoue  from  you  and 

desire  you  to  Communicate  this  to  the  Inhabitants  that  they  may  timely  seek 

out  for  some  other  person  to  labour  in  the  work  of  the  Ministry  among  them. 

I  am  your  serv1 

Oct.  19.  1722  Joseph  Willard 

No  action  appears  to  have  been  taken  by  the  town  upon  this 
communication,  but  Mr.  Willard  continued  his  services  ;  and  the 
following  January  purchased  several  lots  of  land  adjoining  the 
estate  of  his  relative,  Capt.  Wright,  which  indicated  a  purpose  to 
remain.  The  buildings  which  he  erected  were  on  lot  No.  61, 
known  as  the  Ministry  Lot,  near  the  meeting  house,  and  lately  oc- 
cupied by  the  hotel.  A  portion  of  Mr.  Willard's  house,  forming 
a  part  of  the  hotel,  remained  in  good  preservation  for  over  one 
hundred  and  sixty  years,  and  when  removed,  a  few  months  since, 
was  in  better  condition  than  the  more  modern  building  adjoining. 

Mr.  Willard's  reconsideration  of  his  decision  "speedily  to  Re- 
moue from"  Rutland,  cost  him  his  life.  After  his  death  on  the 
14th  of  August,  1723,  as  previously  related,  his  widow  (whose 
maiden  name  was  Susanna  Lynde)  removed  the  household  goods 
to  Sudbury,  and  subsequently,  with  her  two  little  children,  William 
and  Joseph,  the  latter  born  three  months  after  her  husband's  de- 
cease, she  went  to  Saybrook,  the  early  home  of  Mr.  Willard. 
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The  inventory  of  Mr.  Willard's  estate,  as  copied  from  the  original 
on  file  in  Middlesex  Probate  Office,  is  as  follows  : 

An  Inventory  of  ye  Real  and  Personal  Estate  of  ye  Revnd  Mr  Joseph 
Willard  of  Rutland  decd  Intestate  as  it  was  presented  to  us  by  wd  Susanna 
willard  and  mr  Sam11  Willard  administrators  on  sd  Estate  and  by  Cap1  Thomas 
Brintnall  and  John  Rice  atorneys  for  sd  adm"  In  Sep,ember  October  and"  No- 
vember 1723  as  followeth  viz. 

Imprimis  his  wearing  appril  and  horse  [house?] 

furniture  at  21.  07.  06 

Item  his  Libri  with  ye  assistance  of  ye  Revd  Isrel  I.oring 

&  wm  Cook  at  83.  03.  04 

Item  plate  and  Som  Smal  Silver  vesals :  Snufh  boxes 

pen  Knife  &  hamer  19.  07.  06 

Item  beds  &  beding  Table  Lining  and  Mantle  for 

Children  at  63.  OO.  06 

Item  Coten  wool  Lining  yarn  and  Meal  Sacks  at  06.  17.  10 

Item  puter  tin  and  Som  fine  Earthen  ware  at  13.  00.  OO 

Item  Brace  Iron  and  wooden  ware  at  19.  09.  00 

Item  one  horse  and  one  Cow  at  22.  00.  00 

Item  his  Lands  in  sd  Rutland  ye  Lot  on  which  ye  House 
Stands  and  ye  Two  halfe  lots  with  ye  Divisions  belong- 
ing to  them :  and  all  ye  buildings  and  fences  Euen  all 
ye  Improvements  Made  there  on  at  405.  00.  00 

Sam11  Stone 

mark 

Johh  x  Meed 

his 
Peter  Moor* 

The  amount  of  personal  estate  was  subsequently  reduced  by 
^47  owing  to  a  '"mistake  in  casting"  the  value  of  the  books,  etc. 
The  funeral  charges  were  ^10. 

Among  the  names  appearing  in  the  administrators'  accounts  are 
the  following  :  Samuel  Willard,  a  brother  of  Joseph  ;  Hannah 
Lynde,  Robert  Macklem,  Caleb  Lyman,  Joseph  Crosby,  Eleazer 
Hey  wood,  John  Dakin,  John  Guillet  (Frenchman),  Edward 
Joyner,  Dr.  Zabdiel  Boylston,  Duncan  McFarland,  Thomas 
Amsden. 

♦This  was  acknowledged  by  the  appraisers  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  at 
Sudburv. 
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The  heirs  of  Mr.  Willard  made  claim  to  the  ministry  lot  in  Rut- 
land, or  certainly  to  the  improvements  made  upon  it,  and  the 
matter  was  in  controversy  for  several  years.  In  1729,  Rev.  Mr. 
Frink,  the  successor  in  the  pastoral  office,  offered  to  relinquish  the 
sum  of  ^40.,  voted  to  him,  if  the  town  would  pay  to  Mr.  Willard's 
heirs  the  sum  of  ^46.  3.  6,  "for  what  said  Willard  did  in  erecting 
buildings  &c  on  Lot  No.  61."  The  proposal  was  thankfully  ac- 
cepted, the  money  paid  over,  and  the  controversy  ended. 

Mrs.  Willard  married,  previous  to  1729,  Rev.  Andrew  Gardner, 
for  several  years  minister  at  Worcester,  and  subsequently  at  Lunen- 
burg, from  which  latter  place  he  was  dismissed  in  1732.  He  is 
described  as  a  very  eccentric  man,  and  was  "accused  of  remissness 
of  duty,  and  of  too  ardent  love  for  the  chase  of  the  deer  and  the 
sports  of  the  hunter." 

He  removed  to  "Number  4,"  on  the  Connecticut  river  (Charles- 
town,  N.  H.)  ;  and  during  the  French  and  Indian  war  he  served 
as  chaplain  at  Fort  Dummer.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  one  of 
Mrs.  Willard's  sons,  Joseph,  was  in  1760,  with  his  wife  and  five 
children,  taken  captive  by  the  Indians.  The  youngest  child  was 
killed,  and  the  rest  of  the  family  carried  to  Canada,  where  they 
remained  until  the  surrender  of  Montreal,  when  they  were  released. 

In  1729,  Mr.  Gardner,  in  behalf  of  the  children  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Willard,  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  a  grant  of  Province  Land, 
stating  that  in  defending  his  own  life  Mr.  Willard  "did  in  all  prob- 
ability kill  one  or  more  Indians."  A  tract  of  three  hundred  acres 
of  land  was  granted,  and  located  easterly  of  Wachusett  mountain, 
northerly  from  the  present  village  of  East  Princeton. 
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APPENDIX  I. 

Joseph  Stevens  was  the  son  of  Simon  and  Mary  (Willard) 
Stevens,  of  Sudbury.  He  married  Prudence  Rice,  and  resided  in 
Sudbury,  Framingham,  Lancaster  and  Rutland.  Of  the  latter  town 
he  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors,  and  settled  upon  Lot  No. 
15,  where  he  built  his  dwelling.  He  was  a  very  worthy  man, 
gaining  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors,  and  was  selected  to  fill  many 
important  offices  in  the  town,  such  as  selectman,  treasurer,  deacon 
in  the  church,  and  officer  in  the  militia.  He  was  also  keeper  of 
an  inn  from  1723  to  1730. 

After  the  attack  upon  his  children  on  the  3d  of  August,  1723, 
as  previously  related,  while  grieving  for  the  dead,  Deacon  Stevens 
spared  no  efforts  to  accomplish  the  release  of  the  two  captives. 
The  Indians,  soon  after  leaving  Rutland  on  their  journey  north- 
ward, manifested  an  intention  of  killing  the  youngest  boy,  Isaac, 
then  only  four  years  old,  but  his  brother  Phineas,  who  was  about 
seventeen  years  of  age,  quickly  apprehending  their  design,  suc- 
ceeded in  making  them  understand  that  if  they  would  spare  the 
child,  he  would  relieve  them  on  the  journey  of  all  trouble  in  re- 
lation to  him  by  carrying  him  on  his  back.  The  life  of  the  boy 
was  spared,  and  Phineas  fulfilled  his  agreement  and  carried  him 
through  the  long  and  weary  march  to  Canada. 

In  furtherance  of  his  purpose  to  find  and  redeem  his  boys,  in 
the  spring  of  1724  the  father  undertook  a  journey  to  Canada,  a 
project  involving  great  expense,  toil  and  danger.  Before  starting 
on  his  mission  he  enlisted  the  sympathy  of  Lieutenant-Governor 
Dummer  in  his  behalf,  and  the  latter,  in  a  letter  to  the  Intendant- 
General  of  Canada,  under  date  of  April   15,    1724,  wrote:    "The 

unhappy  Man  Mr Stevens,  had  two  of  his  Children  murder'd 

by  the  Salvages  &  two  more  carried  into  Captivity  by  them.  1 
know  I  need  not  say  anything  to  a  Gent  of  yr  Rank  &  Goodness 
to  move  you  to  a  generous  Compassion  for  the  distress'd."*  What- 
ever this  letter  may  have  accomplished,  the  father,  after  remaining 
in  Canada  several  months,  succeeded  in  obtaining  the   release   of 

•Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  51,  page  399. 
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the  oldest  boy,  Phineas,  and  in  the  month  of  August,  they  arrived 
safely  at  their  home  in  Rutland.* 

In  regard  to  the  boy,  Isaac,  it  is  stated  that  he  was  given  by 
Gray  Lock  to  the  Cagnowagas,  securing  by  the  gift  the  friend- 
ship of  that  tribe  ;  and  this  act  rendered  his  release  a  matter  of 
greater  difficulty.  It  was,  however,  finally  achieved,  after  another 
visit  of  the  father  to  Canada  some  two  years  after  his  capture. 
This  boy  easily  acquired  the  habits  of  the  Indians,  entered  into 
the  rude  sports  of  the  children,  and  became  so  much  attached  to 
his  Indian  mother  that  he  would  willingly  have  remained  with  her. 
When  grown  to  manhood,  he  married  in  Rutland  and  had  a  large 
family. 

Phineas  also  married  in  Rutland,  but  about  the  year  1745,  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  "No.  4,"  now  Charlestown,  N.  H.,  and 
there  took  a  prominent  position  in  public  affairs.  His  observation 
of  "Indian  habits  and  character,  and  of  their  peculiar  mode  of 
strategy  and  warfare,"  during  his  captivity,  specially  fitted  him  for 
the  military  duties  he  was  called  to  perform.  In  1749  he  was  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  to  go 
to  Canada  and  negotiate  for  the  redemption  of  captives  held  by 
the  Indians  ;  and  he  subsequently  made  several  journeys  for  the 
same  purpose.  In  one  of  these  visits  he  succeeded  in  securing 
the  release  of  John  Stark,  afterwards  General,  at  the  cost  of  an 
Indian  pony  valued  at  ^103.  One  of  his  own  children  was  taken 
captive.  For  a  more  extended  sketch  of  his  life  and  services,  see 
History  of  Charlestown,  N.  H.  ;  Memoir  and  Official  Correspond- 
ence of  Gen.  John  Stark  ;  and  papers  in  Massachusetts  Archives. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  Deacon  Stevens  from  Canada  the  first 
time,  he  addressed  the  following  memorial  to  the  Governor  and 
General  Court : 

To  the  Hon1)le  William  Duramer  Ksqr 

Lieu'  Governour  and  Comander  in  Cheif  in  and  over  the  Prov- 
ince of  the  Massachusetts  Hay  in  New  England,  the  lionob1"  His  Maj'-'*  Coun- 
cil and  Mouse  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled  at  Boston 
November  1  ith  1724. 

*See  Letter  of  Sergt.  Wm.  Rrintnall,  <///'<■  page  59:  "Ensighn  Stevens  is 
arrived   with  his  son  from  Canada." 
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The  Memorial  of  Joseph  Stevens  of  Rutland  in  the  County  of  Middlesex, 
Yeoman 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  Whereas  your  Memorialist  the  last 

Summer  went  to  Canada  in  order  to  Redeem  two  of  his  Children  that  were 
taken  Captive  by  the  Indian  Enemy,  one  of  whom  he  obtained,  but  the  other 
Still  remains  a  Prisoner  in  their  hands : —  That  Yr  Mem',  when  at  Mont 
Real,  discoursing  with  Several  of  the  Cheifs  of  the  Indians,  they  seemed  very 
desirous  to  have  an  Exchange  of  Captives,  and  said  they  would  become  En- 
gaged that  if  the  Hostages  here  might  be  released,  they  would  give  Fifteen 
For  One,  or  otherwise  they  would  release  all  our  people  in  their  hands,  pro- 
vided they  might  have  all  theirs  in  our  hands  released,  and  the  Indian  In- 
terpreter afterwards  told  me  Several  times  that  they  were  very  uneasy  about 
the  Indian  Prisoners  here,  Especially  the  Hostages  and  that  I  might  depend 
upon  it,  the  Indians  would  do  any  thing  in  reason  in  order  to  obtain  their 
own  people  again,  and  would  undoubtedly  make  good  what  they  said  to  me 
when  I  discoursed  with  them  as  aforesaid,  if  this  Govern1  would  give  their 
Consent. 

And  Inasmuch  as  there  are  upwards  of  Fifty  of  our  People  Prisoners  in 
the  hands  of  the  Indians,  that  have  been  taken  this  War  who  unless  some 
Speedy  care  be  taken  to  Release  them  will  probably  Turn  Roman  Catholicks 
and  Embrace  their  Religion  as  above  one  hundred  others,  (taken  Prisoners 
Before  this  Warr)  have  done,  who  will  by  no  means  be  persuaded  to  Return 
to  their  native  Country  again,  but  are  led  on  in  Superstition  and  Idolatry. 

The  Mem1  therfore  out  of  pity  and  Compassion  to  the  poor  Captives  in  the 
hands  of  the  Indians,  is  Emboldened  to  give  this  humble  Representation  to 
Yor.  Honrs.,  praying,  that  some  Speedy  and  effectual  method  may  be  taken 
for  the  Redemption  of  the  English  Captives  out  of  the  hands  of  the  barbarous 
Salvages : — 

Inasmuch  as  they  may  be  obtained  by  Exchange  as  aforesaid,  that  So  those 
that  are  now  led  on  in  darkness  and  Ignorance  may  be  brought  to  their  Na- 
tive places  again  where  they  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  Christian  Religion 
instead  of  Paganism  and  Idolatry  which  they  are  now  brought  up  in;  and 
the  Memor'  may  have  the  Comfort  and  Enjoyment  of  his  Child  again,  as  well 
as  others,  their  Freinds  and  Relatives  in  Captivity  as  aforesaid. 
And,  as  in  duty  bound,  the  Mem'  Shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Joseph  Stevens 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  NoV.  30th  1724     Read  and  Sent  up, 

W  Dudley  Speakr.* 

No  action  appears  to  have  been  taken  by  the  Council  upon  this 
communication. 

•Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  II,  page  407. 
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The  expenses  of  Captain  Stevens  in  his  efforts  for  his  children's 
liberation  bore  very  heavily  upon  him  and  nearly  impoverished 
him.  Kis  severe  loss  appealed  to  the  sympathy  of  all,  and  assist- 
ance waj  tendered  him  from  various  sources  :  in  Framingham,  at 
about  the  time  of  his  first  trip  to  Canada,  a  collection  was  taken 
in  the  church  for  him  amounting  to  ^15.  5.  He  was  obliged, 
however,  to  dispose,  one  after  another,  of  some  of  his  lots  of  land  ; 
and  finally  in  1732  he  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  a  grant  of 
unappropriated  land  in  the  Province  to  "settle  his  sons  on."  This 
petition  is,  unfortunately,  missing  ;  but  the  Court  record  states  the 
substance  of  his  request  on  the  ground  that  "his  great  losses  & 
sufferings  occasioned  by  the  late  Indian  war,  more  especially  his 
great  Charge  in  two  Journeys  to  Canada,  which  he  took  to  get 
his  two  Sons  released  out  of  Captivity  which  has  obliged  him  to 
sell  the  greatest  part  of  his  land." 

A  grant  was  made  him  of  200  acres  of  land,  which  was  subse- 
quently surveyed  and  laid  out  southeasterly  from  Wachusett  moun- 
tain, in  the  present  town  of  Princeton  ;  and  seven  months  after 
this  Mr.  Stevens  sold  the  tract  for  ^100.,  current  money,  to  Ben- 
jamin Houghton. 

Deacon  Stevens  died  at  a  very  advanced  age,  November  15, 
1769,  having  suffered  in  the  later  years  of  his  life  from  extreme 
poverty. 


APPENDIX  J. 

Uriah  Ward,  who  was  killed  at  Rutland,  August  3,  1724,  be- 
longed to  Worcester,  being  a  son  of  Obadiah  and  Joanna  (Har- 
rington) Ward,  born  in  Sudbury,  December  3,  1704. 

He  was  one  of  the  guard  posted  at  Rutland  in  the  summer  of 
1724,  and  was  less  than  twenty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

The  inventory  of  his  estate  is  as  follows  : 
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Worcester  January  th6  1724/5 
We  the  Subscribers  being  Chosen  and  Sworne  to  make  an  inventory  of  the 
Estate  of  Vuriah  ward  Lat  Desesed,  it  is  as  folloeth — 


1  a  peas  of  Land  of  one  hundred  akers  at 

2  a  fiftene  aker  Right  in  the  North  halfe 

parte  of  worceser 


70-0-0 


25-O-0        95-0-0 


3 

their  being  two  Coats  the 

best 

at 

2-10  -0 

4 

the  other  at 

0-16  -0 

5 

one  paire  of  briches  at 

0-3-0 

6 

their  being  two  Shirts  the 

one 

at 

0-3-6 

7 

the  other  Shirts  at 

0-4-0 

8 

a  silk  hankerchief 

0-7-0 

9 

one  neck  cloth  at 

0-3-0 

10 

a  paire  of  gloues  at 

0-1-3 

11 

two  paire  of  Stockins  at 

0-2-6 

12 

a  pice  of  Cloth  at 

0-9-8 

13 

two  Jackets  at 

0-3-0 

14 

two  Stears  at 

4-0-0 

9-2-1 1 

'5 

the  Deets  amounting  to  7 

•  9 

Total 

104-2-11 

John 
Jacob 

Hubbard 
Holmes 

>  prisers 

Zephaniah  Rice  J 

His  brother,  Richard  Ward,  administered  on  the  estate,  and 
other  heirs  named  are  Joanna,  his  mother,  of  Framingham  ;  Dan- 
iel Heywood,  and  Daniel  Ward,  his  brother ;  Obediah  Ward,  of 
Marlboro' ;  and  Isaac  and  Thankfull,  children  of  a  deceased 
brother. 

In  the  administrator's  account  among  the  items  are  the  follow- 
ing received  : 


of  the  Province  Treasurer  for  wages  as  a  Soldier 
of  one  Allen  a  Soldier     note 


£Z-  '7 


and  paid  : 


Capt  Wright  of  Rutland  for  the  funeral  of  said  deced 
Daniel  Ward  looking  up  two  steers  that  were  in  the 

woods  and  keeping  em  about  two  Months 
Doctr  Prescott 


o.  15. 
2.    5. 
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Joseph.  Wood,  another  victim,  was  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
Wood,  born  at  Charlestown,  March  16,  1700,  and  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Rutland.     He  was  probably  never  married. 

The  inventory  of  his  estate  was  taken  by  Samuel  Wright,  Joseph 
Stevens  and  Moses  How,  and  the  original  on  file  is  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Capt.  Wright.  The  real  estate  comprised  two  30  acre 
house  lots  numbered  21  and  30,  with  a  50  acre  lot,  "both  lying 
together  on  or  by  a  hill  called  Brintnall  Hill,"  valued  with  house, 
orchards  &c.  ^120.  Other  lots  and  rights  at  Birch  Hill,  Mill 
Brook,  &c.  £1 10. 

The  personal  estate  (which  was  used  to  pay  debts)  is  recorded 
as  follows  : 


to  Cloathes 

£  11  -  9-0 

to  one  Swine 

0-11-6 

to  money  from  Mr.  Stevens 

0-9-7 

to  money 

7  - 1-0 

to  2  mairs 

9  -0-0 

to  tools 

3-10-1 

to  a  wigg 

1  -  7-6 

to  blankets 

0-15-0 

34-  3-  S. 

to  which  was  subsequently  added  a  pistol,  a  coat  and  a  horse,  the 
latter  valued  at  ^4. 

.  Mr.  Wood  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a  constable  of  the  town, 
and  a  settlement  between  his  administrator  and  the  selectmen  ap- 
pears on  record. 

The  following  items  are  among  the  expenditures  on  account  of 
the  estate  : 

Will"1  Tomson  for  diging  the  Grave  s  5.  o 

Cap'  Wright  for  the  Coffin  6.  o 

Drink  and  Gloves  &  necessaries  for  the  funeral  17.  6 

In  examining  the  files  of  the  Boston  News  Letter,  the  following 
articles  attracted  my  attention,  and  may  appropriately  be  given  a 
place  in  this  brief  notice  of  Mr.  Wood  : 
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On  Thursday  last  the  13th  Currant  the  following  Remarkable  Relation  was 
brought  to  the  publisher  of  this  Intelligence,  to  be  made  Publick,  by  Mr. 
Samuel  French  of  Concord,  who  that  Day  Fortnight,  the  aSth  of  Nov.  past, 
being  at  Rutland,  with  Mr  Joseph  Wood,  formerly  of  Charlstown,  now  of 
said  Rutland,  Shingling  the  Roof  of  the  Meeting-House,  the  Weather  all 
over  Cloudy,  with  a  Strong  S.  E.  wind;  about  9  a  Clock  in  the  Morning,  Mr 
French  hearing  a  ratling  on  the  Shingles,  he  said  to  Mr  Wood,  It  Hails,  and 
we  must  leave  off;  No  reply'd  Wood,  It  is  not  a  shower  of  Hail,  but  Barly; 
both  being  astonished  at  it,  left  off  shingling,  and  found  it  to  be  real  dry 
Barly,  both  by  Taste  and  feeling,  the  shower  lasted  about  two  Minutes,  and 
Supposes  there  might  fall  about  a  Feck  of  it,  and  also  some  Rye;  They 
carryed  Some  of  it  to  Mrs  Willard.  the  Minister's  wife;  it  Snowed  afterwards; 
And  Mr  French  says,  that  several  others  also  did  see  it,  and  that  they  in- 
tended to  pick  up  some  of  it  to  Sow,  it  is  the  more  observable,  that  'tis 
thought  no  Barly  yet  grows,  or  was  Sowed  in  the  Town.  To  the  truth  where 
of  the  said  Mr  French  is  ready  to  make  Oath,  as  well  as  Wood* 

Our  last  gave  you  a  Relation  of  a  shower  of  Barly  at  Rutland;  and  since 
some  others  of  that  Town  confirm  the  Truth  of  it;  but  it  was  a  wrong  In- 
formation we  then  had,  of  no  Barly's  being  sow'd  in  that  Town,  for  there 
had  been.f 


James  Clark,  the  third  of  the  men  killed,  was  a  much  older 
man. than  either  Wood  or  Ward,  and  left  a  wife  and  seven  children. 
The  small  estate  shown  by  the  inventory  below  was  scarcely  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  wants  of  that  large  family.  I  have  been  unable 
to  find  any  record  indicating  the  former  residence  of  Mr.  Clark, 
but  he  may  have  come  to  Rutland  from  Ireland,  as  did  others 
with  whom  he  was  associated. 

A  True  Inventory  of  all  &  Singular  the  Reall  &  personall  Estate  of  James 
Clark  who  Decesd  the  3d  of  aug'  1724  praised  by  Samuel  Wright  Moses  How 
&  Rob1  Melem     October  2d  1724 


*  Boston  News  Letter,  No.  985,  December,  1722. 
t  Boston  News  Letter,  No.  9S6,  December,  1722. 
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£  s  d 

Imp"    his  Cash  &.  apparill  Cash  $£  apparill  £1  6.    o.  o 

Item     Real  Estate  half  a  twenty  acre  lot  &  half  the  Rights    80.    o.  o 

Item     personall  Estate  To  a  Steer  Coming  3  years  old  at     2.    0.0 
To  a  Calf  at  9i5  o.  15.  o 

To  a  hors  Colt  Coming  four  years  old  at  5.    o.  o 

To  Seven  grown  hoggs  at  a  year  &  uantage  8.    o.  o 

To  Two  Shoats  @  io3  I.    0.0 

To  Six  piggs  at  38  o.  18.  o 

Item     To  a  beedstead  Beed  &  furniture  at  3.  10.  o 

To  forty  pounds  of  Sheeps  wool  at  I5d  2.  IO.  o 

Item     To  peauter  four  great  basons  at  2/  2  Smal  Ditto 

Six  Spoons  5.  o.  13.  4 

Item     Iron  ware  one  pot  &  hook  at  12/  one  Smal  Ditto 
at  3/6  Tramils  5/ 
To  a  Spining  Wheel  15/ 
To  a  hand  Saw  5/  one  auger  2/6  2  axes  6/  2  Spad 

Tips  2/  an  add  4/  a  Chisell  2/ 
To  flax  in  the  Straw 

Item     To  four  Tubs  of  butter  weight  20lb  Each 

To  2  Coolers  at  1/  To  a  Churn  3/  To  a  pail  &  Sive  1/ 

To  a  Tub  2/6  To  Two  Chests  8/  Two  Chairs  3/ 

To  Indian  Corn  30  bushels  £3     12  Ditto  Rye  £1.  16 

2  wheat  8/  5.  13.  o 

To  4  bus"8  Barly  at  2/3  :     9 
To  a  Cart  &  wheels  Irons  Excepted  I.    0.0 

Total         1 24- 1 9- 10 
Sam11  Wright 
robert  maklem 
Moses  How 

Presented  in  Probate  Court,  September  13,  1725. 

The  widow,  Isabella  Clark,  administered  on  the  estate  (John 
Crawford  of  Rutland  and  Jona.  Stanhope  of  Sudbury,  bondsmen). 
There  were  seven  children  :  John,  Hannah,  Anna,  Isabella,  Jane 
aged  17,  Adam  aged  14,  and  Elizabeth  aged  4.  The  widow 
died  before  February  3,  1726-7.  The  real  estate,  valued  at 
^ioS.,  including  house  and  15  acres  of  lot  No.  14  on  Meeting 
House  Hill  (South  by  Country  road,  North  &  East  by  Highway), 
was  set  off  to  the  eldest  son,  John,  in  June,    1727.      Among  the 
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names  appearing  on  these  papers  are  Moses  How,  glazier,  John 
Crawford,  blacksmith,  Robert  Lotherage,  Andrew  Macklam  and 
Malkem  Hendry. 


APPENDIX  K. 

Samuel  Wright  was  born  in  Sudbury,  April  9,  1670,  a  son  of 
Edward  and  Hannah  Wright.  His  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of 
Cyprian  Stevens.  He  early  became  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
Rutland,  and  was  one  of  the  committee  appointed  by  them  to 
manage  its  affairs  ;  and,  as  one  of  the  first  to  settle  in  the  town  he 
became  familiar  with  its  history,  and  assumed  a  conspicuous 
position,  being  moderator  at  the  first  town  meeting,  in  June,  1722, 
and  serving  subsequently  as  town  clerk,  selectman,  assessor,  etc. 

He  was  also  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  church,  and  for  twenty 
years  was  evidently  the  principal  man  of  Rutland.  Upon  the  in- 
corporation of  the  County  of  Worcester,  in  1731,  he  was  commis- 
sioned one  of  its  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Many  of  the  records  of  the  proprietors  and  of  the  town  were 
written  by  him,  and  one  can  scarcely  examine  the  papers  con- 
nected with  any  Rutland  estate  previous  to  1 739  without  finding 
the  writing  or  the  name  of  Mr.  Wright. 

As  early  as  1722  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  Province,  having 
command  of  the  military  scouts  guarding  the  towns  and  watching 
for  the  Indians,  and,  until  the  peace  of  1726,  he  was  busily  em- 
ployed in  similar  duties.  His  letters  and  journals  appearing  in 
these  pages  comprise  about  all  that  is  known  of  his  military  career. 
His  death  occurred  at  Rutland,  January  15,  1739-40,  and  his 
large  estate  was  left  by  will  to  his  son  William,  and  daughters, 
Hannah  Rice,  Dorothy  Phelps,  Mary  Willard,  Abigail  Willard  and 
Isabel  Frink.  A  portion  of  the  house  in  which  he  lived  in  Rut- 
land was  standing  a  few  years  since. 
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